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All praise is due to Allaah. He brought us into existence, He shall restore us to life, and He 
does what He wishes. He originated this creation and decreed all things. If He wills something, it 
happens, and if He does not will something, it does not take place. He knows the past, present, and 
future. Even if certain things did not happen, He knows how they would be if they actually took 
place, and He has complete knowledge and wisdom. I testify that there is none worthy of worship 
except Allaah alone, without any partner, and I testify that Muhammad is Allaah’s worshipping 
servant, Messenger, Khaleel, and the best among all of creation. He conveyed his message, fulfilled 
his trust, sincerely counseled his Ummah, and struggled for Allaah as He rightfully deserves. The 
Messenger r left us on a path so clear that its night is like its day, and anyone who strays from it will 
be led to his demise. O Allaah, send salaah and abundant salaam upon him, his pure family, his 
wives – the mothers of the mu’mineen – as well as all of his Companions and those who follow their 
path until the Day of Reckoning. 

Servants of Allaah, observe taqwaa of Allaah as He rightfully deserves, and ensure that you 
take firm hold of Islaam. Beware of all forms of disobedience to Allaah because they will eventually 
destroy you. They will set you back rather than allow you to advance, reduce you instead of increase 
you, and debase you rather than elevate you. “And if Allaah humiliates someone, no one can make 
him honourable. Allaah most certainly does whatever He wills.” [al-Hajj:18]. 

Dear Muslims, it is human nature to have shortcomings. Every human makes many 
mistakes, but the best of people who make mistakes are those who continuously repent. Perfection 
belongs to Allaah alone, and He made His Prophets and Messengers infallible in conveying His 
message and revelation. Closely examining the state of our Ummah today – whether at the level of 
groups, individuals, countries, or organizations – tells us that in our world there are many pressing 
tasks that need to be accomplished, both religious and otherwise. Such a world urgently needs to 
organize its list of priorities making sure to not to confuse things of lesser importance with those 
which are essential. Such a world also urgently needs to evaluate how able it is to accomplish the 
tasks at hand, how pleased it is with its current state, and how entitled it is to be classified as a 
society of constructiveness rather than negativity, diligence rather than negligence, and productivity 
rather than procrastination. 

The main criteria for evaluating negativity, constructiveness, productivity and failure is 
examining the presence or absence of negligence and the stance of individuals and groups within the 
Ummah towards negligence. That negligence is considered a path to failure, procrastination, and 
taking things lightly. That negligence has entered every home, soul, and society, leaving none 
untouched except for the few upon whom Allaah bestows His mercy. Servants of Allaah, negligence 
only leads downward, not upward. It only takes us backward, not forward. 

The people of this Muslim Ummah have the resources and ability which enable them to 
compete with the leading societies of the world. This Ummah is fully capable of crafting its own 
future in this world with the hands of its own people and the minds of its own intellectuals. 
However, this is contingent upon the Ummah completely forsaking the attitude of negligence. It is a 
total loss and embarrassment for the Ummah to have the minds and ability but then remain in need 
of high aspirations and diligence after being subverted by negligence which buries it alive. It has 
been said, “I have not seen a defect worse than people being fully capable yet not completing their 
task.” 

Servants of Allaah, negligence is a detrimental attitude from which practically no society 
remains safe, though some have it more than others. Generally speaking, it is impossible for the 
Ummah to claim it is immune to negligence. However, it is also a devastating setback for the 
Ummah to be negligent and completely devoid of diligence. The ideal course does not entail 
anything beyond normal human limitations, which do contain certain shortcomings. However, the 
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ideal course also entails not giving into laziness and inattentiveness. 
Human nature contains both oppressiveness and ignorance. “Indeed, people do much 

wrong and are very ignorant.” [al-Ahzaab:72]. Negligence brings both qualities to fruition. A person 
wrongs himself by being lenient towards the attitude of negligence and letting it take hold of him. 
Ignorance also comes about, and this refers to ignoring the consequences and extent of negligence, 

both of which are blameworthy. The best description of this state was given by the Prophet r when 
he said, “Every person starts his day as a vendor of his soul, either freeing it or causing its ruin.” 
This was collected by Muslim.  

Servants of Allaah, the one who frees his soul strives diligently. However, the one who 
destroys it is lazy and negligent, regardless of whether that is due to himself or his surroundings. In 
other words, the mentality and educational framework of the society around him might exacerbate 
his own negligence. This is where the problem lies, and it is the root from which it grows. 

Servants of Allaah, negligence is blameworthy based on texts of the religion, common sense, 
and statements of respected intellectuals and literary figures. Negligence is only praised in the 
lexicon of the lazy and idle. Some of them neglect their religion but diligently pursue things of this 
world. Some neglect this world and are diligent with their religion. Others neglect both which leads 
to them losing this world and the hereafter, and that is the worst loss that could be suffered. 

Ibn al-Qayyim ? commented, “The most damaging things to a person are him being 
negligent, not taking account of himself, and going along with wrong things complacently. These 
will lead him to destruction, and this is the condition of people who have been deceived.” 

Any sin or failure that afflicts the Ummah has negligence as a main contributing factor. 
Negligence may be unintentional or deliberate. All the disasters surrounding the Ummah have only 
been caused by its negligence in taking measures to prevent their occurrence, or at least eliminate 
them after they took place. However, when people become accustomed to inactivity, they will 
continue to be struck by deficiency and other adversities until they eventually accept such 
circumstances and no further hardship will seem like a disaster to them any longer. It was said that, 
“If a wall does not kick up dust when it falls, there will certainly not be any dust after it falls.” 

Servants of Allaah, this is why it is necessary for the individuals, societies, leaders, scholars, 
parents, educators and others like them among our Ummah to fully grasp how dangerous the spread 
of negligence among them truly is. Others have outdone us in this world only because they combat 
that negligence. We have been set back in this world and the hereafter due to us being lenient 
towards that negligence. If only this Ummah realized its ultimate objective, it would be able to set 
apart enemies from friends, and success from failure. It would be able to clearly distinguish between 
all things, whether beneficial or harmful, and it would not think everything that looks nice must 
really be nice. It would not go about the realms of the world and religion randomly picking and 
choosing whatever it wants from them both. It was said, “You hope to achieve your goals without 
any determination, and all you have are false hopes. Stop that because you are already sluggish 
enough, and nothing has harmed you as much as your negligence.” 

When an Ummah treads the proper course, as previously outlined, it would be strong rather 
than weak, and it would make itself rather than be produced by others. It would be an Ummah 
which, when it speaks, it follows through with action; when it acts, it is successful; and when it is 
successful, it is guided. 

“People of eemaan, when the call to prayer is made on Friday, hasten to the thikr of Allaah 
and leave off commerce. That is best for you if you only realized it. Then, when the prayer is over, 
you may disperse through the land and seek Allaah’s bounty. And engage in much thikr of Allaah in 
order to be successful.” [al-Jumu‘ah:9-10]. 
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May Allaah bless us all by the Qur’aan and Sunnah, and allow us to glean benefit from the 
aayaat, thikr, and wisdom they contain. I say this much. If what I have said is correct, it is from 
Allaah. If anything is incorrect, it is from myself and shaytaan. I implore Allaah to forgive me, you, 
and all Muslim men and women for every sin and misdeed. Thus, seek forgiveness from Allaah and 
repent to Him, as my Lord is certainly the Most Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

 

*   *   *   *   * 

 
All praise and gratitude are due to Allaah for His kindness, guidance, and blessings. 

 Servants of Allaah, observe taqwaa of Allaah and realize that negligence, shortcomings, and 
being oblivious reflect carelessness in attaining what is advantageous. They are not qualities of 
perceptive people of eemaan because such people are aware that they will be taken to account. They 
are aware of their accountability for every advantageous part of their religious and worldly lives 
which they were not supposed to neglect. This applies to societies as a whole, organizations, and 
individuals. Vigilance and determination do away with negligence just as the blacksmith’s bellows 
eliminate the impurities of iron. Vigilance and determination enable people to break free from the 
conceitedness of seeing themselves as perfect and being fooled into thinking there is no need to 
correct mistakes or make the strenuous effort needed to observe taqwaa. Vigilance and 
determination allow people to identify priorities. Vigilance and determination deal a lethal blow to 
the procrastination of those who put off till tomorrow what can be done today, let alone those 
whose hearts are so overcome by negligence that they adopted the motto “never put off till 
tomorrow what can be done the day after.” 
 The directives of Islaam abound with texts that establish the obligation of diligent effort, as 
well as the prohibition of neglect and procrastination. One of the most exemplary texts which 
applies on the individual level is the hadeeth, “The strong mu’min is better and more beloved to 
Allaah than the weak mu’min, though there is good in both. Keenly pursue what benefits you, seek 
help from Allaah, and do not feel incapable. When something happens to you, do not say ‘If did 
this, that would have happened.’ Rather, you must say, ‘It is what Allaah decreed, and He does what 
He wants.’ Saying ‘if’ in that manner allows shaytaan to do his work.” This was collected by Muslim. 
 One of the most comprehensive texts that applies to the Ummah on a collective level is the 
hadeeth, “Each of you is responsible, and each of you will be held to account for those under his 
care. The authority has responsibilities and will be held to account for what is under his care. A man 
is responsible for his family and will be held to account for those under his care. A woman is 
responsible for what is inside her husband’s home, and will be held to account for what is under her 
care. A servant is responsible for the property of his master and will be held to account for what is 
under his care. A man is responsible for the property of his parents and will be held to account for 
what is under his care. Each of you is responsible, and each of you will be held to account for what 
is under his care.” This narration was collected by al-Bukhaaree and Muslim 

 May Allaah have mercy upon you all. In conclusion invoke salaah and salaam upon the best 
of all creation, Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillaah, the one who will be granted the hawd and intercession on 
the Day of Judgement. Allaah has commanded this, starting with Himself, then mentioning His 
angels, and then addressing you – people of eemaan – where he said, “People of eemaan, invoke 
salaah and abundant salaam upon him.” [al-Ahzaab:56] 

O Allaah send salaah and salaam upon Your worshipping servant and Messenger, 
Muhammad. O Allaah, be pleased with his four successors – Aboo Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthmaan, and 
‘Alee – as well as all of his Companions and all who follow their path until the Day of Reckoning. O 
Allaah, Most Merciful, be pleased with us along with them, by Your pardon, generosity, and 
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kindness. 
O Allaah, grant strength to Islaam and the Muslims, and humiliate shirk and those who 

perpetrate it. O Allaah grant victory to Your religion, Your Book, the Sunnah of Your Prophet, and 
Your believing, worshipping servants. 

O Allaah relieve the distress and suffering of the Muslims who are afflicted, settle the debts 
of those who are in debt, and heal our ill and all the ailing Muslims. We ask You this by Your Mercy, 
for You are the Most Merciful. 

O Allaah, Lord of all creation, grant us safety and security in our countries, rectify our 
authorities and leaders, and make them among those who fear You, observe taqwaa of You, and do 
what pleases You. O Allaah, the Ever-Living, Self-Sufficient Sustainer of all, guide our leader to the 
words and deeds which You love and are pleased with. O Allaah, owner of all majesty and kindness, 
guide and rectify his aides and advisors. 

O Allaah, grant our souls taqwaa and purify them. You are the best who can purify them. 
You are their Guardian Lord and Protector. O Allaah, grant strength to our brothers in all countries 
who have been subjugated because of their religion. O Allaah, we ask this of You, the Ever-Living, 
Self-Sufficient Sustainer of all, the almighty owner of all majesty and kindness. 

O Allaah, none is worthy of worship except You. You need none, but we are in dire need of 
you. Send the rains for us and do not make us among those who lose hope. O Allaah, send the rains 
for us and do not make us among those who lose hope. O Allaah, send the rains for us and do not 
make us among those who lose hope. O Allaah, the Ever-Living, Self-Sufficient Sustainer of all, the 
owner of all majesty and kindness, do not deprive us of the good that comes from You on account 
of the bad that comes from us. 
 Our Lord, grant us good in this world, good in the hereafter, and save us from the torment 
of the hellfire. 

Our Almighty Lord is perfect and He is absolved from the falsehood people assert. May He 
grant protection to the Messengers, and the last of our prayers is that all praise is due to Allaah, Lord 
of all creation. 


