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All praise is due to Allaah. His guidance enlightens the hearts of those who know Him, and 
He establishes their steps upon the straight path that leads to Him. I praise Him as He is perfect in 
every way. I thank Him for His profuse blessings and kindness, and I ask Him to make us all 
grateful to Him for them. I testify that none has the right to be worshipped except Allaah alone, 
without any partner. We are to devote all our worship to Him alone. I further testify that our 
Prophet, Muhammad, is Allaah’s worshipping servant and Messenger. He was the master of all 
Messengers sent, and the leader of all people who have taqwaa. O Allaah send salaah, salaam, and 
blessings upon him, his family, his Companions, and all who follow their path until the Day of 
Reckoning. 
 I counsel you all as well as myself to observe taqwaa of Allaah. May Allaah have mercy upon 
you all. Always look carefully at consequences before you act, and take sufficient provision with you 
since the journey (to the hereafter) is long. Do not play around when it is time to be diligent, and do 
not deviate from the path of guidance. Cleanse your hearts with many tears (i.e. of repentance and 
remorse), and be on alert as the onset of death may be sudden. Eventually, abodes will be vacated by 
their residents, homes and nations will lie in ruins, and all creatures will be resurrected to be held 
accountable for their deeds. “Mankind, observe taqwaa of your Lord. Indeed, the earthquake that 
shall accompany the Final Hour will be a terrifying event. It will be so frightful that on the Day you 
witness it, every nursing female will completely forget about the infant she is nursing, and every 
pregnant mother shall release what she carries. You will think that people have lost their minds due 
to intoxication, yet they will not be under the influence of any intoxicant. Rather, Allaah’s 
punishment is certainly severe.” [al-Hajj:1-2]. 
 Dear Muslims! Dear Hujjaaj who have come to Allaah’s House! You have come to a place 
where you are welcome like family and where you can find ease. You have come to the best place. 
This is Makkah al-Mukarramah. This is the Sacred Ka‘bah. This is Allaah’s Sanctified House that 
welcomes and embraces you all. We pray that Allaah increases Makkah in honour, prestige, 
veneration, and goodness. It is the city that holds the highest status, and it is the most celebrated 
capital. Allaah blessed it and made it the site of His House. Here, His Prophet, Muhammad r, was 
born, made a Messenger, and received revelation. This is the qiblah faced by Muslims in all parts of 
the world. “Remember when We designated for Ibraaheem the site of the House.” [al-Hajj:26]. 
 This is the most beloved land to Allaah and the best part of the Earth to Him. He chose it to 
be the place where His servants perform the rites of Hajj which He made one of the obligatory 
duties in Islaam. 
 It is the first of the two haram areas, and it is the second of the two qiblah directions. 
Scholars have given great importance to documenting its history, verifying reports about it, and 
explaining rulings that are specific to it. In order to reach it, the most precious of property is spent 
and great hardships are endured. 
 Dear Muslims! Guests of ar-Rahmaan (Allaah, the Most Merciful)! By revering the House of 
Allaah, Islaam is revered and completed, the affairs of this world are set right, and things of benefit 
are witnessed. 
 Makkah is Umm al-Quraa. It is the Mother of all cities, towns, villages, and all populated 
places. It is the centre of culture and history. 
 Allaah swore by it and by its security when He said, “And I swear by this secure city.” [at-
Teen:3]. 
 My dearly beloved audience, we wish to draw attention to the reverence this House should 
be given, how this reverence is to be manifested, and the fact that Allaah specifically chose and 
favoured it. 
 Dear Hujjaaj who have come to Allaah’s House, you are all our brothers for Allaah’s sake. Is 
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there any honour greater than the fact that Allaah ascribed this House to Himself and said that it is 
His? He said, “And purify My House.” [al-Hajj:26]. This ascription reflects much reverence, honour, 
distinction, and love. 

 In addition, our Prophet, Muhammad r, stood at al-Hazwarah bidding farewell to this pure 
land, Makkah, when he was forced to leave. He said, “I swear by Allaah, that you are most certainly 
the best place upon the Earth of Allaah, and the most beloved part of the Earth to Allaah. Had I not 
been forced out of you, I would not have left.” 
 Makkah was the most beloved of places to our Prophet, Muhammad r. He said, “What a 
fine land you are, and how truly beloved you are to me!  Had my people not forced me to leave you, 
I would not have settled elsewhere.” This was collected by at-Tirmithee in his Sunan, at-Tabaraanee 
in al-Kabeer, and al-Bayhaqee in Shu‘ab al-Eemaan. It was graded saheeh by ibn Hibbaan, al-
Haakim, and al-Albaanee. 
 Have you heard anything in this regard more incredible than the statement of the Prophet r 
when the treaty of al-Hudaybiyah was being conducted? “I swear by the One in whose hand my soul 
lies. They will not ask me for any matter that reveres what Allaah has made sacred except that I will 
agree to it.” 
 Dear Muslims, another indication of the majestic status this House holds is the clear aayaat 
and guidance Allaah has placed here. “Indeed, the first House established for people to worship 
Allaah was the one in Makkah. It is a source of blessing and guidance for all of creation. It contains 
clear signs, such as the place where Ibraaheem stood. And whoever enters it is safe.” [Aal 
‘Imraan:96-97]. 
 Ibn Jareer commented, “The clear signs include the Maqaam (where Ibraaheem stood), the 
Black Stone, and the Hateem (the uncovered, walled, semi-circular area on the northern side of the 
Ka‘bah).” 
 Al-Baghawee commented, “Those aayaat include the Black Stone, the Hateem, Zamzam, 
and all the sacred sites.” 
 Servants of Allaah, the Ka‘bah itself is among the most incredible of these clear signs. A 
hadeeth says, “This Ummah will remain in a good state as long as they venerate this sanctity as it 
rightly deserves.  If they abandon and neglect it, they will be destroyed.” This was graded hasan by 
ibn Hajar. 
 One of the most remarkable things Allaah decreed is that the end of this world will be when 
this House meets its end and when people will have the audacity to violate its sanctity and even 
demolish it. Allaah decreed that the safety of the entire world be tied to the safety, reverence, and 
inhabitation of Makkah. Allaah said, “Allaah made the Ka‘bah – the Sacred House – a sanctuary and 
source of advantages for mankind.” [al-Maa’idah:97]. 
 Other clear aayaat it contains are the Black Stone corner and the Maqaam. Allaah said, “And 
take the place where Ibraaheem stood as your place of prayer.” [al-Baqarah:125]. Allaah also said, “It 
contains clear signs, such as the place where Ibraaheem stood.” [Aal ‘Imraan:97]. Qataadah and 
Mujaahid explained that “the Maqaam of Ibraaheem is one of the clear signs.” There is a 
narration that states, “Indeed, the Black Stone and the Maqaam are two gems from Jannah. Allaah 
extinguished their light, and had He had not done so they would have illuminated everything from 
East to West.” This was collected by Ahmad, at-Tirmithee, ibn Hibbaan, and al-Haakim. The 
narration is saheeh due to supporting routes. 

 Another one of the clear signs is the Black Stone. Ibn ‘Abbaas C narrated that the 

Messenger of Allaah � said, “This Stone will surely come forth on the Day of Resurrection having 
two eyes by which it will see and a tongue by which it will speak. It shall testify for all who touched 
it while bearing witness to the truth.” This was collected by Ahmad, at-Tirmithee, and ibn Maajah. It 



4 

 

was graded hasan by at-Tirmithee, and graded saheeh by ibn Khuzaymah, ibn Hibbaan, and al-
Albaanee. 
 Ibn ‘Umar t would kiss the Black Stone, cling to it, and say, “I saw the Messenger of Allaah 

� acknowledge you affectionately.” 

 Al-Haafith ibn al-Qayyim ? commented, “There is no location on the face of the Earth that 
is prescribed to be kissed or touched, and at which sins are pardoned, except the Black Stone and 
the Yemeni Corner.” 
 The Multazam is also one of the clear signs that have been placed here. Ibn ‘Abbaas C said 
that the Multazam is between the Black Stone corner and the door of the Ka‘bah. A number of 
scholars have said that a person can go to that area of the Ka‘bah, place his face, chest, and arms 
against it, and make du‘aa’ to Allaah for his needs. 
 There is also Zamzam which is the best water on the face of the Earth. It serves as 

nourishment and cure from illness, as authentically narrated from the Messenger of Allaah �. 
Zamzam is for whatever you drink it for. It is the well dug by Jibreel to provide water for Ismaa‘eel. 
 Mujaahid said, “If you drink it to be cured from illness, Allaah would cure you. If you drink 
it for your thirst to be quenched, Allaah would quench it. If you drink it for your appetite to be 
satisfied, Allaah would satisfy it for you.” 
 Dear Hujjaaj, this House is a source of guidance for all of creation. It is guidance in action 
due to the various acts of worship Allaah prescribed to be done here in particular. It is guidance in 
knowledge due to the clear signs and undeniable evidences of all knowledge that pertains to Allaah, 
such as His tawheed (i.e. uniqueness in every way, including Him having the sole right to be 
worshipped), His mercy, wisdom, splendour, majesty, laws, directives, and blessings to His Prophets, 
awliyaa’, and righteous worshipping servants. All guidance stems from this House. It is the qiblah we 
turn to for seeking the truth, and the qiblah we turn to physically as well. 
 Another one of the exceptional qualities unique to this House is the incredible safety Allaah 
blessed it with. He said, “And inform them about when We made this House a place of safety to 
which people repeatedly return.” [al-Baqarah:125]. Allaah also said, “Have they not seen that We 
made this land an inviolable place of security while others are afflicted around them?” [al-
‘Ankaboot:67]. Its people are safe when others may be in fear, and fed when others may be hungry. 
People’s hearts are drawn to its residents and all their faces are directed to this venerable House. The 
fruits of all things are brought to it, people’s hearts desire to reach it, and provision is found 
abundantly within it. “My Lord, so that they would establish salaah. Therefore, make the hearts of 
people incline towards them, and provide them with fruits so that they would be grateful.” 
[Ibraaheem:37]. 
 Makkah has the immense virtue and uniqueness of being the place to which people’s hearts 
and souls are drawn. Throughout the ages, people from every place have continued to return. Yet, 
no matter how much they come, their yearning to return to it still increases. So much wealth and so 
many souls have been expended out of love for it! They faced many hardships and fearful 
circumstances but still found peace and pleasure in doing whatever it demanded from them! 
 Among the manifestations of the safety afforded by this Majestic House are the security and 
prosperity enjoyed by Makkah and al-Madeenah, as well as all their residents and visitors, during the 
blessed era we are currently in. Perhaps that is even more clearly evident during these days in which 
the country is involved along with its coalition in a decisive war in order to restore hope to our 
brothers and neighbours, along with all the preparations and precautions that requires. Despite that, 
we see that citizens, residents, and visitors still go about their lives. They continue to work at their 
jobs, travel, and enjoy their vacations. In addition, this secure country continues to receive our 
brothers fleeing from conflict zones and unrest in their home countries. The country continues to 
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open its doors, and treats them as it treats its own citizens and residents. Furthermore, the country 
welcomes millions of Hujjaaj and visitors at the Sacred House of Allaah. 
 All praise is due to Allaah alone Who has blessed the country with guidance and success in 
its policies, economy, and relations despite (global) financial instability and price fluctuations. How 
could it be otherwise when, by Allaah’s grace and favour, the country holds the Qur’aan and Sunnah 
high, governs by their pristine directives, and the rites of Islaam are openly established within it? 
This country gives the needy, consoles the suffering, and holds the negligent accountable with 
mercy, firmness, and transparency. All praise and favour indeed belong to Allaah alone. 
 My dear brothers, when we give consideration to all of the aforementioned, we can 
appreciate the incredible safety we have, and we can also appreciate Allaah’s protection of the 
people in His sacred places, as well as those who care for His House and serve His guests. 
 My dear brothers, you are now at Allaah’s House and within the haram area that Allaah 
sanctified. One prayer here is equivalent to one hundred thousand prayers elsewhere. Eemaan 
resorts to the two masjids in Makkah and al-Madeenah as a snake resorts to its burrow. Makkah is 
protected from the dajjaal, and there are angels that guard its entrances. Journeys are undertaken to 
al-Masjid al-Haraam as well as its two brothers, the Prophet’s Masjid and al-Masjid al-Aqsaa. Ibn al-
Qayyim ? said, “al-Masjid al-Haraam is the absolute best spot on Earth. This is why travelling to it 
is obligatory whereas it is recommended, not obligatory, to travel elsewhere.” 
 Anyone who intends to perpetrate sins in Makkah faces a stern threat. Allaah said, “And if 
someone intends to disobey Allaah within it, We shall make him taste an excruciating torment.” [al-
Hajj:25]. Ibn Mas‘ood stated, “If anyone intends to do wrong [in Makkah] it is recorded against him. 
Even if a person was in Yemen and he intended to murder someone at this House, Allaah would 
certainly make him taste excruciating torment.” 
 Dearly beloved Hujjaaj who have come to Allaah’s House, the preceding has been an 
overview about some of the clear signs Allaah has placed here. As for revering this House and 
honouring it, the foremost manifestation of that is for us to do what Allaah and His Messenger love, 
and avoid what Allaah and His Messenger do not love. 
 Reverence for this House comes about from revering the defining marks of Allaah’s religion. 
Allaah said, “Such is Allaah’s command, and when people revere the defining marks of Allaah’s 
religion that He designated as rites by which He is worshipped, that is a reflection of taqwaa in their 
hearts.” [al-Hajj:32]. The most imperative parts of this reverence are actualizing tawheed, having a 
sound ‘aqeedah, staying away from all forms of bid‘ah (innovated beliefs or practices that are 
ascribed to Islaam), and not having one’s heart devoted to anything besides Allaah, let alone 
committing sins and disobeying Allaah. “Remember when Ibraaheem said, ‘My Lord, make this land 
a place of safety, and protect me and my descendants from worshipping idols’.” [Ibraaheem:35]. 
Allaah also said, “Remember when We designated for Ibraaheem the site of the House and said to 
him, ‘Do not associate anything as a partner with Me’.” [al-Hajj:26]. 
 Hence, this Sanctified, Revered House was constructed for sublime objectives: worshipping 
Allaah alone, drawing near to Him by doing what He prescribed, and seeking His blessings by doing 
righteous deeds. 

 There is a saheeh hadeeth where ibn ‘Umar C narrated that the Messenger of Allaah r said, 
“Take advantage of the presence of this House. It was demolished twice before and it will be raised 
on the third time.” This was collected by ibn Abee Shaybah and al-Bazzaar, and it was graded saheeh 
by ibn Khuzaymah and al-Albaanee. 
 There is also a narration (from the salaf) that states, “Make tawaaf at this House as much as 
you can before anything stands between you and it.” 
 Dear Muslims, my beloved audience, reverence also entails honouring those who come as 
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the guests of ar-Rahmaan, whether for Hajj, ‘Umrah, or visiting in general. Reverence for this House 
entails treating them with compassion and kindness, being welcoming, smiling and being pleasant, 
serving them as best possible, educating the ignorant, consoling the needy, respecting the elderly, 
being merciful to the young, and correcting those who fall short. These are to be done to make 
things easier and relieve difficulties. The nearest people to Allaah’s mercy are those who show the 
most mercy to His creatures. 
 May Allaah protect and have mercy upon you all. This is Allaah’s land and this is His House. 
He gave it the auspicious status of being a sacred sanctuary in which blood is not to be shed, no one 
is to be oppressed, game animals are not to be disturbed, trees are not to be cut, fresh vegetation is 
not to be uprooted, and lost property is not to be picked up except by someone who wants to 
announce that it has been found. 
 The greatest forms of reverence are compliance with the directives of Islaam, kindness to 
people, and keeping one’s soul clean and pure, as well as instilling love in it for all good things, love 
for Allaah’s worshipping servants, and love for the places Allaah has sanctified. 
 “You should be filled with amazement due to the good life and safety Quraysh became 
accustomed to. Their interests were served and they undertook steady winter journeys to Yemen and 
summer journeys to ash-Shaam. Therefore, they must worship the Lord of this House. He is the 
One who fed them, saving them from starvation, and granted them safety from fear.” [Quraysh:1-4]. 

May Allaah bless us all by the tremendous Qur’aan and guidance of Muhammad r. I say this 
much, and I seek forgiveness from Allaah for myself and you. Thus, seek forgiveness from Him, as 
He is certainly the Most Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

 

*   *   *   *   * 

 
All praise is due to Allaah. He owns all favour and bounty. He bestows blessings and averts 

harms. I testify that none has the right to be worshipped except Allaah alone, without any partner. It 
is a testimony I hope will save me on the Day when many steps will falter. I further testify that our 
Prophet, Muhammad, is Allaah’s worshipping servant and Messenger who was granted concise, 
comprehensive speech. O Allaah, send salaah, salaam, and blessings upon him, his family, 
Companions, and followers. 
 Dear Muslims, although we have been speaking about al-Masjid al-Haraam as well as 
Makkah and its nobility, this reminds us and leads us to speak about its twin brother, al-Masjid al-
Aqsaa. Allaah said, “Perfect is the One who took His worshipping servant by night from al-Masjid 
al-Haraam to al-Masjid al-Aqsaa whose surroundings We blessed.” [al-Israa’:1]. This was a divine 
connection between the two masjids, and a prophetic journey between the two cities. 
 However, what state is al-Masjid al-Aqsaa in during these days? It is living through sinful 
invasion, brutal practices, racist politics, and Jewish aggression. The compound of al-Masjid al-Aqsaa 
witnesses all of those, and they amount to a declaration of war against the Islaamic identity of the 
masjid. They are an extension of the oppressive violation and occupation of Palestine taking place 
amidst the world’s silence and incapacity. It is an assault that brings more and more suffering to our 
Palestinian brothers as a whole, and especially to our brothers in Bayt al-Maqdis. It brings to light 
the Zionist aspirations there seeking to divide the masjid. May Allaah render all their efforts and 
plots futile. 
 Those Zionists have specifically chosen this timing for their actions so as to take advantage 
of the discord, division, strife, and terrorist and sectarian bloodshed from which the Muslim Ummah 
in general, and the region in particular, is suffering. 
 Dear Muslims! Dear Hujjaaj who have come to Allaah’s Sacred House! Perhaps these grave 
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events at the blessed masjid, al-Masjid al-Aqsaa, will awaken the Muslims. Defending Al-Aqsaa is the 
shared objective that Muslims are united about, despite all their schools of thought, affiliations, and 
priorities. It is absolutely necessary to take as much lesson as possible and realize that the only one 
who gains from all the division and fighting taking place is that common enemy. 
 Dear Muslims, al-Aqsaa, the blessed masjid, is the cause that should put an end to all 
disputes. It unites all Muslims, and especially the Palestinian people. Our brothers must not be left 
to themselves in their resistance against such a domineering enemy. This is a matter that concerns all 
Muslims, and supporting it is the responsibility of every Muslim. 
 My dearly beloved audience, this is a call we make to all Muslims, particularly policy makers 
and those who wield influence in making decisions, whether nations or organizations. We call them 
to use all the political, material, organizational, and international influence they can. 
 We also say with full confidence that rescuing al-Aqsaa is not a difficult task when our 
intentions are sincere, our willpower is strong, our efforts are united, and we internalize all the 
lessons we must learn. The Muslims together are one hand against those who are hostile towards 
them. The Ummah that is alive is the one that leaves the darkness of disappointment and enters the 
light of hope. 
 This Ummah is alive and it will not die. It remains alive by Allaah’s might, and then by the 
strength of this religion and filling our hearts with trust in Allaah. Our contention with the Zionists 
is based on ‘aqeedah (i.e. the underlying beliefs), and it is a struggle between a promise of truth and a 
fabricated claim. Supporting this cause is a responsibility all of us have as nations, governments, 
councils, and organizations. 
 Assisting Bayt al-Maqdis and Palestine takes place by making it a living issue in our hearts, 
books, writings, curricula, media, and all policies. Then, it also happens by supporting our brothers 
who are constantly on guard at Bayt al-Maqdis and its surroundings. The strength, will, firmness, and 
endurance of their resistance are admirable. They shall continue to defend by Allaah’s permission. 
Victory is coming by Allaah’s permission, and those who are tyrannical shall eventually find out the 
true consequences that await them. 

May Allaah have mercy upon you all. You must observe taqwaa of Allaah and contemplate 
the clear signs He has placed in the various sacred sites of Muslims and in their acts of worship. 
Doing so would increase the guidance, strength, and unity of the Muslims. It would also enable us to 
attain mercy, bounty and honour from Allaah, followed by Him being pleased with us and admitting 
us to Jannah. 

In conclusion, invoke salaah and salaam upon our Prophet Muhammad, the Messenger of 
Allaah, and the mercy and blessing that Allaah sent to us. Allaah has commanded us to do so in His 
statement which means, “Indeed, Allaah and His angels send salaah upon the Prophet. People of 
eemaan, invoke salaah and abundant salaam upon him.” [al-Ahzaab:56]. 

O Allaah send salaah, salaam, and blessings upon Your worshipping servant, Messenger, and 
chosen Prophet, as well as his pure family, and wives, the mothers of the mu’mineen. O Allaah be 
pleased with his four successors – Aboo Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthmaan, and ‘Alee – as well as all of the 
Companions, and those who follow them until the Day of Reckoning. O Allaah, Most Kind and 
Generous, be pleased with us along with them, by Your pardon, favor, and kindness. 

O Allaah, grant strength to Islaam and the Muslims; disgrace shirk and the people who 
perpetrate it; and humiliate the oppressors, those who deny You, and all who are enemies of Your 
religion. 

O Allaah, grant us safety in our countries and rectify our authorities. O Allaah, Lord of all 
creation, make our leaders people who fear You, observe taqwaa of You, and seek to please You. O 
Allaah, bestow Your guidance upon our leader, honour him by his obedience to You, raise Your 
word by him, and make him a means of victory for Islaam and the Muslims. O Allaah, guide him, his 
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two deputies, brothers, and aides to do what You love and what pleases You, and direct them to birr 
and taqwaa. 

O Allaah, Lord of all creation, guide the leaders of the Muslims to act in accordance to Your 

Book and the Sunnah of Your Prophet, Muhammad r. Make them a source of mercy for Your 
believing worshipping servants, and unite them upon the truth and guidance. 

O Allaah, Lord of all creation, bless the Ummah of Islaam with leadership such that those 
who obey You are respected, those who disobey You are guided, all things right would be enforced, 
and all things wrong would be prevented. You are, indeed, able to do all things. 

O Allaah, we ask You to exact revenge from the yahood occupiers, as they cannot render 
You incapable. O Allaah, send Your inescapable torment upon them, one which cannot be averted 
from a people who are criminals. O Allaah we ask for Your protection from them and we seek 
refuge in You from their harms. 

Our Lord, we have certainly wronged ourselves, and if You do not forgive us and have 
mercy upon us, we shall most surely lose everything. Our Lord, grant us good in this world, good in 
the hereafter, and protect us from the torment of the hellfire. 

Servants of Allaah, “Indeed, Allaah commands you to be just, fulfill everyone’s rights, and 
give relatives what is due to them. Allaah also prohibits you from all obscenity, wrongdoing, and 
oppression. He admonishes you and reminds you of the consequences so that you would be mindful 
of His directives.” [an-Nahl:90]. Thus, when you remain mindful of Allaah and make mention of 
Him, He will make mention of you. When you thank Him for His blessings, He will grant you more. 
Thikr of Allaah is greater than all else, and Allaah is completely aware of everything you do. 

 


