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Indeed, all praise is due to Allaah. We praise Him, seek His assistance, and ask His 
forgiveness. We seek refuge in Allaah from the evils of our own souls and the evil results of our 
misdeeds. If Allaah guides someone none can lead that person astray, and if Allaah allows him to 
stray none can guide him. I testify that none has the right to be worshipped except Allaah alone, 
without any partner, and I testify that Muhammad is His worshipping servant and Messenger. May 
Allaah send salaah upon him, his family, wives, offspring, noble Companions, and all those who 
follow their path until the Day of Reckoning. 

Servants of Allaah, I counsel you all, as well as myself, to observe taqwaa of Allaah whether 
in public or private. The people who have taqwaa are the awliyaa’ of Allaah. They shall not fear 
anything that lies ahead of them or grieve over what passed them by. They are the most noble of 
creation to Allaah. “Indeed, the most noble of you to Allaah are those who observe taqwaa most.” 
[al-Hujuraat:13]. 

Dear Muslim Ummah, the most crucial topic that can be given priority when speaking and 
writing, and that our lives can be spent on, is actualizing tawheed by sincerely devoting all worship 
to Allaah alone. Control of all things in the heavens and the earth lies in Allaah’s hand. He raises 
whom He wishes by His favour and lowers whom He wishes by His justice. He honours some and 
humiliates others. He is the only One who deserves to be worshipped throughout the heavens and 
throughout the earth. He has full knowledge of all things, and He is able to do all things. Nothing 
escapes Allaah’s knowledge: no animal upon the earth; no bird that soars by its two wings in the sky; 
no leaf that falls; nothing that goes into the earth or comes out of it; nothing that descends from the 
sky or rises up through it; no speck in the darkness on land or sea; and nothing moist or dry. 
Allaah’s infinite ability and dominion extend over all those things. “That is Allaah, your Lord. There 
is none worthy of worship except Him. He is the Creator of all things, so worship Him alone.” [al-
An‘aam:102]. That is Allaah. He is greater than all else. He did not initiate His creation so as to have 
more because He didn’t have enough, or to seek majesty by them because He lacked majesty. 
Rather, He created them so that they could worship Him alone, and sincerely devote themselves, 
their intentions, and their deeds to Him. He said, “And I did not create jinn and humans except for 
them to worship Me alone.” [ath-Thaariyaat:56]. 

Dear Muslim Ummah, the most crucial matter there is, and the core of the message brought 
by all Messengers, is actualizing tawheed by making Allaah unique in His lordship and worship. This 
is the most imperative matter in this life, and it is the foundation of the Qur’aan’s message. The 
heavens and earth were created, the balances of justice were set, Jannah and the hellfire were 
created, Prophets and Messengers were sent, scriptures were revealed, and the banner of jihaad was 
raised all for the sole purpose of tawheed, actualizing it, and instilling it in our hearts and souls. 
Tawheed is Allaah’s greatest right upon His servants, and it is the straight path that leads to Him. 
The first thing that Prophets and Messengers said to their people was, “Worship Allaah alone. There 
is no one else worthy of your worship besides Him.” [al-A‘raaf:59]. The call of every Prophet and 
Messenger – may Allaah send salaah and salaam upon them all – was perfectly crafted and built 
upon this remarkable foundation. Allaah said, “We certainly sent to every people a Messenger telling 
them to worship Allaah and stay away from all other deities.” [an-Nahl:36]. The best of all 
Messengers, the master of all Prophets, and the leader of all who called to Allaah r spent twenty 
three years in both Makkah and al-Madeenah continuously calling to tawheed along with all of its 
requirements and responsibilities, and also warning against all forms of shirk and the channels 
leading to it. He r never stopped, grew weak, or surrendered. He continued to teach tawheed, and 
everything related to it, by using various techniques in his sermons, admonitions, and gatherings. 

While in Makkah, the Messenger r did not being his call with anything besides tawheed and its 
central testimony: laa ilaaha illallaah (none has the right to be worshipped except Allaah). He 
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proclaimed it openly in the paths and valleys of Makkah. He announced it in his people’s public 
gathering places. He presented that call to the delegations who would come for Hajj and the 
representatives of tribes. He called them to worship Allaah alone without any partner and to devote 
all their intentions and actions sincerely to Allaah. He addressed the prominent figures of Quraysh, 
but they replied saying, “Has he taken all the gods and made them into one? This is something 
extremely strange.” [Saad:5]. 

Dear Muslims, there is a hadeeth in the Musnad and the two Saheeh collections about the 

Prophet r sending Mu‘aath ibn Jabal to Yemen. The Prophet r gave him an extraordinary counsel 
that all who call to Allaah and strive for rectification must take as a light of guidance. The Prophet r 
counselled him to make tawheed the foundation and starting point of his call. He told him, “You 
will be going to a people who are Ahlul-Kitaab. Therefore, make tawheed of Allaah the first thing 
you call them to.” In another narration it says, “Therefore, when you go to them, call them to testify 
that none has the right to be worshipped except Allaah, and that Muhammad is the Messenger of 
Allaah…” 

Ahmad and Aboo Daawood collected an authentic hadeeth in which the Prophet r said, “If 
someone’s last words are ‘laa ilaaha illallaah,’ he shall enter Jannah.” 

Tawheed comes at the beginning and the conclusion of a person’s Islaam, and at the start 
and the end of da‘wah. From beginning to end, the entire Qur’aan calls to tawheed and actualizing it. 
The Qur’aan nurtures minds and hearts to grasp the realities and meanings of tawheed. The Qur’aan 
commands us to comply with all the requirements of tawheed, whether directives, laws, manners, 
ethics, or dignified conduct.  The Qur’aan clarifies the rewards and honour Allaah will bestow upon 
the people of tawheed. The Qur’aan also sternly warns against all forms of shirk and it tells us that if 
anyone commits shirk, Allaah will bar him from entering Jannah, his abode will be the hellfire, and 
those who perpetrated the oppression of committing shirk shall not have anyone to assist them 
against Allaah’s punishment. Thus, the Qur’aan, which is Allaah’s final revelation to humanity, is 
entirely a scripture about tawheed, its requirements, it obligations, and what nullifies it. Hence, dear 
Muslims, it is no surprise that tawheed is the core message of the Qur’aan and the essence of 
eemaan. All of the foregoing points were mentioned by Shaykh al-Islaam, ibn Taymiyyah and al-
Imaam ibn al-Qayyim. 

Dear Muslims, the reality of the tawheed which all the Messengers called to consists of: 
directing all forms of worship to Allaah alone, devoting one’s intentions and deeds to Allaah alone, 
and knowing Allaah by His names, attributes, and actions. When we do these things, our hearts and 
souls would be drawn to Allaah and would not be attached to anything else no matter who or what 
they may be. That would release our souls from being subjugated to disobedient desires, enslaved to 
doubts, and imprisoned by greed and sinful inclinations. Our hearts would no longer feel 
subordinate to other created beings, and we would not act out of hoping in them, fearing them, or 
aspiring to attain something from them. Rather, our hearts would be absolutely certain, beyond any 
doubt, that no one besides Allaah provides and no one else regulates all things. No one else grants 
assistance or victory. No one else withholds and gives. No one else raises and lowers. No one else 
gives life and causes death.  

When the heart is filled with the realities of eemaan, tawheed, and knowledge about Allaah 
and reverence for Him, it will have purity, clarity and enlightenment. Thus, it would recognize the 
reality of this world as well as the true purpose of existence in this life. When a person has such a 
heart, he would lead a life of happiness, peace of mind, and enjoyment. By day or night, he would 
have no central concern except his Lord who is perfect in every way. Whenever such a person has to 
ask, he would not ask of anyone except Allaah. If he seeks to be rescued, he would ask Allaah alone. 
He would place his full trust in Allaah alone and seek assistance from Allaah alone. He would not 
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place his hope in anyone besides Allaah, and he would not fear anyone besides Allaah. He would not 
give or withhold, be pleased or displeased, give alliance or show enmity for any motive besides 
Allaah alone, nothing else. 

Dear Muslims, tawheed entails complete submission to Allaah, the Most Exalted. It requires 
eliminating any desire that opposes Allaah’s commands, any doubt that opposes what Allaah tells us 
to believe in, and any objection against Allaah’s laws and decrees. When we truly actualize tawheed, 
it would cleanse our hearts from all ailments and diseases. It would continue to do so progressively, 
moving them towards perfection, until they become pure and white like a brilliantly shining lantern, 
and they would be unaffected by trials for as long as the heavens and earth remain. 

Tawheed and the correct ‘aqeedah are the means to safety. When someone inculcates them, 
he would be protected from the gloom of shirk, the grave ills of idolatry, the misguidance of 
atheism, the pain of being distant from Allaah, and the misery of the soul that is not pleased with 
Allaah as a Lord, the only One deserving of worship, and the One who regulates all things with 
complete wisdom. 

The mu’min among the people of Fir‘awn made a profound statement that contains 
tremendous admonition. He called his people saying, “My people, when I call you to salvation, how 
could you call me to the hellfire? You call me to reject Allaah and worship things that I don’t know 
deserve to be worshipped besides Him, yet I call you to the One who is Almighty and who 
continually forgives His servants when they repent to Him. The reality is that what you are calling 
me to believe in does not deserve to be called to in this world and it cannot avail anyone in this 
world or the hereafter. You must realize that our ultimate return will be to Allaah alone, and the 
people who transgressed the bounds set by Allaah shall be the inhabitants of the hellfire.” They 
refused to take heed of his counsel, so he said to them, “You will eventually remember what I am 
telling you and you shall regret not accepting it. However, your remorse will not avail you at that 
time. I entrust all my affairs to Allaah. Indeed, Allaah sees all of His servants in all circumstances.” 
[Ghaafir:41-44]. 

May Allaah bless us all by the glorious Qur’aan, and allow us to glean benefit from the aayaat 
and wisdom it contains. I say this much. If what I have said is correct, it is from Allaah alone, and 
He is the Bestower of all favours and blessings. If anything is incorrect, I implore Allaah to forgive 
me, you, and all Muslims for every sin. Thus, seek forgiveness from Him, as He is certainly the Most 
Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

*   *   *   *   * 

 
 All praise is due to Allaah who grants us His bounty and favour (even before we ask of 
Him). He is pleased with the people of tawheed and bestows many blessings upon them. He has also 
threatened to punish those who reject and oppose tawheed. May Allaah send salaah and salaam 
upon His Messenger who was a radiant lamp, the uncontested standard, and the pinnacle of honour. 

May Allaah also send salaah and salaam upon the noble Companions of the Prophet r and all who 
followed their path in carrying the torch of tawheed to spread light through the darkness. 
 Dear Muslim Ummah, tawheed is the innate disposition Allaah has placed in all people, and 
there is nothing more pure or just than it. On the other hand, there is nothing more repulsive or 
oppressive than shirk, and it is something external and foreign to the innate nature of humans. 
Allaah created all people with the innate inclination to worship Him alone. Allaah took a covenant 
from Aadam u and his descendants that they would worship Him alone and not ascribe any 

partners to Him. Ibn ‘Abbaas C told us that humans remained with that innate disposition intact for 
ten generations after Aadam until shayaateen diverted and deceived them. As a result, people’s 
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minds and innate nature became corrupt. This gave rise to generations of people who forsook 
worshipping Allaah and, instead, worshipped the stars, jinn, shayaateen, tombs, and shrines. Their 
minds were corrupted by the absurdities of shirk, atheism, superstitions, deviant ideas, and 
innovations that led them astray. Many people delved into various opinions, theories, philosophies, 
rhetoric, and futile polemics that had no benefit in the end. People disliked discussing ‘aqeedah and 
they associated ideas of extremism and terrorism with it. They felt it was a burden to give keen 
attention to ‘aqeedah, whether learning, teaching, or calling to it. Thus, they became like those about 
whom Allaah said, “When Allaah alone is mentioned, the hearts of those who reject the hereafter 
detest that. However, when others are mentioned, they rejoice.” [az-Zumar:45]. They do not realize 
that goodness for our hearts and souls cannot come about unless Allaah is their Guardian, their 
Lord, the One they worship, and the One to whom they flee at times of fear and hardship, and to 
whom they resort during all circumstances in general. 
 Dear Muslims, tawheed and its actualization form an impervious safeguard for the Ummah, 
protecting it from all deviant beliefs and concepts as well as behavioural and ethical degeneration. By 
Allaah’s permission, the correct ‘aqeedah is what protects against the disasters of extremism; 
bombings, which have led to innocent people being killed in mosques and elsewhere; and takfeer of 
individuals, entire societies, and governments (i.e. excommunicating those Muslims from Islaam). 
 Tawheed unites Muslims in all parts of the world. It unites them and does not divide them. 
It places love, brotherhood, and care for each other in their hearts, and it prevents them from 
differing, disputing, and splitting. No matter how much the Ummah desires unity, victory, and 
permanence, it will never achieve any of that without uniting upon tawheed and actualizing it in 
words, deeds, ethics, and making it the course followed in all things. When such is accomplished, 
that will be when Allaah shall open the doors of victory and honour. “When you uphold Allaah’s 
religion, Allaah will grant you victory and establish your feet firmly.” “The people who had eemaan 
and did not mix their eemaan with shirk shall be the ones granted safety, and they are the people 
who follow sound guidance.” Those people will be granted safety in their ‘aqeedah, intellect, lives, 
and societies. They shall also be guided to everything advantageous in their religious and worldly 
affairs. The Ummah has to base its life, governance, media, and curricula all upon tawheed and the 
definitive directives of Islaam. It has to make that its starting point for education, civilization, and 
progress. When it does so, Allaah will most surely grant individuals and entire societies the blessings 
of the heavens and the earth. Allaah will most certainly provide for them from above and beneath 
them, He will surely substitute their fear with safety, and He will indeed avert the plots and 
corruption that come from proponents of extremism, whether excessive or negligent. 
 Dear Hujjaaj who have come to Allaah’s House. The words and deeds prescribed by Islaam 
are all built upon the foundation of tawheed which entails doing all deeds sincerely for Allaah and in 

accordance with the Sunnah of the Prophet r. The greater tawheed is in our hearts, the more our 
limbs will implement Islaam’s directives with strength, consistency, and willingness. 
 Hajj is one of the most remarkable acts of worship in which there is a manifest display of 
tahweed, its realities, its meanings, and its proofs. The time for Hajj will be upon us in a matter of 
days. It is a wondrous act of worship that is replete with manifestations of tawheed. All of its rites 
and components are brilliantly clear signs that show the intrinsic connection between tawheed and 
Hajj. Among the greatest objectives of Hajj and its occurrence every year are proclaiming tawheed, 
establishing it firmly within people’s hearts, and engaging in thikr of Allaah during: the talbiyah, the 
state of ihraam, tawaaf, sa‘y, being in ‘Arafah and Muzdalifah, stoning the jamaraat, sacrifice, and 
other rites. Thus, Hajj is ahead of you and it is a major landmark of tawheed and a school of 
‘aqeedah. “Remember and recount when We designated for Ibraaheem the site of the House, saying, 
‘Do not associate anything as a partner with Me. And purify My House for those who perform 
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tawaaf, stand, bow, or prostrate themselves.” 
 Our Lord, You are most just, and anyone with any dominion falls under Your sovereignty. I 
have obediently responded to Your call. Indeed, all praise and dominion are Yours, and You have 
no partner. No servant has ever been deprived when he asked of You. You care for him wherever 
he goes and he would be destroyed if it were not for You. I have obediently answered Your call. 
Indeed, all praise and dominion are Yours, and You have no partner. 

In conclusion, invoke salaah and salaam upon the master of mankind who was sent as a 
shining lamp to guide them all. Allaah has commanded us to do so, as He stated in the Qur’aan, 
“Indeed, Allaah and His angels send salaah upon the Prophet. People of eemaan, invoke salaah and 
abundant salaam upon him.” [al-Ahzaab:56]. 
 
[followed by du ‘aa’...] 


