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Indeed, all praise is due to Allaah. He is Our Guardian, the Most Praiseworthy, and Owner 
of the Majestic Throne. He does whatever He wills, and is always in full control of all things. He 
originated creation and shall restore it to life after its end. He is the Most Forgiving and He loves 
His obedient servants. I testify that there is none worthy of worship except Allaah alone, without 
any partner, and I testify that Muhammad is His worshipping servant and Messenger. He is the best 
of people who stand in prayer to their Lord and the best of those who perform Hajj at His sacred 
House. He conveyed the Message, fulfilled the task entrusted to him, sincerely counseled his 
Ummah, and struggled for Allaah as He rightfully deserves. He left this Ummah upon a path so clear 
that its night is like its day, and anyone who deliberately strays from it leads himself to his own 
demise. May Allaah send salaah and abundant salaam upon him, his pure family, his wives who were 
the mothers of the mu’mineen, his Companions, and all who follow their path until the Day of 
Reckoning. 

I counsel you all, as well as myself, to observe taqwaa of Allaah, our Lord who is perfect in 
every way. Taqwaa is the provision needed for travelling through this world, and the companion that 
will remain with you after departing from it. Taqwaa protects a person and saves him from 
destruction. “There is none of you who will not have to pass over the hellfire. That is an inevitable 
matter that Allaah has decreed. Then We (Allaah) shall save those who observed taqwaa, and We 
shall leave those who denied Allaah on their knees in the hellfire.” [Maryam:71-72]. 

Dear Muslims – the Hujjaaj who have come to Allaah’s Sacred House – Allaah blessed His 
worshipping servants with various times of the year that abound with goodness, one after the next. 
Those times give life to their hearts and purify their souls. Allaah designated them as times when 
people can prepare for the hereafter by performing acts of obedience to Allaah, renewing their 
covenant with Him, and ridding themselves of their attachment to this world and all that diverts 
them from Allaah. They bade farewell to a month of blessings and mercy not too long ago, and on 
the horizon there now appears an approaching season of thikr, tahleel (saying laa ilaaha illallaah), 
takbeer (saying Allaahu akbar), and talbiyah (saying labbaykallaahumma labbayk). It is a season that 
comprises being present at ‘Arafah, (Yawm an-Nahr) the greatest day of Hajj, stoning the jamaraat, 
the Hujjaaj ending their unkempt state, and performing tawaaf at Allaah’s Sacred House. It is a time 
of revering what Allaah has made sacred, and a time that instills taqwaa in people’s souls. “Such is 
Allaah’s command, and when people revere the defining marks of Allaah’s religion that He 
designated as rites by which He is worshipped, that is a reflection of taqwaa in their hearts.” [al-
Hajj:32]. 

Dear Muslims, Allaah combined three forms of worship for His servants during the Hajj 
season: verbal, physical, and monetary forms of worship. Due to the rank held by these three 
manifestations of worship, wisdom dictates that they be preceded by Allaah’s servants removing 
from themselves what keeps them attached to this world and diverts them from worshipping Allaah. 
Thus, even before proclaiming the talbiyah and stating which rites are being performed, the first 
thing Hujjaaj do is remove their customary attire. This removal serves as the beginning of purifying 
oneself. It also eliminates giving consideration to outer appearances while neglecting what is inside. 
Observing taqwaa of Allaah and drawing near to Him are the true criteria for measuring a person’s 
worth. The Prophet r said, “Allaah does not look at your bodies and physical appearances. Rather, 
He looks at your hearts and your deeds.” Collected by Muslim. 

Servants of Allaah, removing one’s customary fitted clothing makes all of the Hujjaaj equal, 
regardless of their differences and whether they are noble or lowly, rich or poor. If people remained 
in their normal attire, their hearts would be absorbed in thinking about others, and their eyes would 
intently stare at others. That would bring about jealously, envy, and enmity. People’s hearts would 
grow averse to each other and, ultimately, become distant from their Creator and Guardian. 



3 

 

Consequently, the removal of customary clothing in reality is a removal of sinful inclinations, 
conceit, and obsession with this world. It is a riddance of animosity, fault-finding, and injustice. 
When those are removed, our souls would be able to fulfil the trust of establishing justice and 
eliminating oppression. This will allow a person to eventually reach the level of having a heart that is 
makhmoom, and that is the best a person could be. The Prophet r was asked, “Which person is 
best?” He replied, “The one whose heart is makhmoom and whose tongue is truthful.” They said, 
“We understand what a person whose tongue is truthful is, but what does a person whose heart is 
makhmoom mean?” He replied, “It is a heart that has taqwaa and is pure, and does not contain sins, 
enmity, or envy.” Collected by ibn Maajah. 

Servants of Allaah, removal of diversions needs to take place. The diversion of fitted 
clothing is removed by being replaced with the garments of ihraam. The diversion of shirk is 
removed by not directing worship to anyone except Allaah alone. The diversion of bid‘ah is 

removed by staying away from every path except the path of the Prophet r and worshipping Allaah 
using only what he prescribed. 

Removal of fitted clothing clearly shows that if someone wishes to attain true purity, he must 
precede that by genuine removal of diversions. The heart will only be purified when all impediments 
are removed. If someone desires pure milk, he has to remove the foam. “If people desire the 
hereafter and earnestly strive for it as necessary while having eemaan, they are the ones whose effort 
shall be rewarded.” [al-Israa’:19]. 

May Allaah protect you all. The point here is that removal of diversions applies to two main 
realms: one is sincerity in worshipping Allaah and the other is following the Messenger r.  

Removal of diversions from sincerity to Allaah means to eliminate all forms of major and 
minor shirk, whether apparent or inconspicuous. When someone remains devoted to sincerely 
worshipping Allaah alone, he would not ascribe any partner to Him. Hajj contains too many 
manifestations of tawheed to be discussed here. However, all of them come under Allaah’s 
statement, “And complete Hajj and ‘Umrah for Allaah.” [al-Baqarah:196]. That means for Him 
alone, and not any other motive. There are people who perform Hajj to be seen by others, heard of 
by others, for worldly gain, or some other personal motive. Thus, removing what diverts one from 
Allaah blocks all paths leading to anything besides Him. 

As for removal of diversions with regard to following the Sunnah, it is a crucial factor that 
serves to protect one’s sincere devotion to Allaah. Sincerity cannot avail a person when it is not 

coupled with following the Prophet r. Sincere devotion to Allaah is only actualized and given the 
place it deserves when it complies with the guidance of the Prophet r.  

Servants of Allaah, when diversions are eliminated from the two aforementioned realms, 
people would achieve proper order in life with respect to their words and their actions. When 
someone is not diverted from remaining sincere to Allaah and following His Messenger r, his words 
would be wise, his judgement would be just, he would assess things fairly, and if he hears falsehood 
he would turn away. Furthermore, Allaah would fill his heart with impartiality towards others rather 
than emotional bias. Thus, having a favourable opinion about others would not prevent him from 
recognizing their faults, and dislike for others would not lead him to oppress them or lie about them. 
This is why some of the Salaf said, “Do not be the type of person who, when pleased with 
something, that leads him to doing wrong; and, when angry with something, that leads him away 
from doing what is right.” 

I swear by Allaah that I am absolutely certain if the two aforementioned removals of 
diversion genuinely existed in this Ummah, corruption would not appear and trials would not be 
abundant; the hearts of people who have eemaan would not be filled with animosity; rifts between 
them would not grow; their lives, wealth, and dignity would not be violated right in their own homes 
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or surroundings. Furthermore, no consideration would ever be given to any despicable slanderer 
since such a person is willing to use any means to achieve his aims even if it requires infringing on 
the rights of others. He would backbite them in the name of sincere advice while what he really does 
is unjustifiably disparage them. He would do that in the name of wanting to protect them from harm 
while it really stems from his jealousy. He would do that in the name of directing them while all he 
really does is spread corruption.  

Ibn al-Jawzee ? stated that part of shaytaan’s deception is when people insult one another 
seeking to vent their anger and quench their thirst for revenge but do so under the guise of al-jarh 
wat-ta‘deel (disparagement and validation of individuals for legitimate reasons) which the early 
generations of this Ummah utilized in order to defend Islaam. And Allaah has full knowledge of 
everyone’s motives. 

Servants of Allaah, these things have only come about due to diseases of the heart, sinful 
inclinations, love for this world, and hatred of death. “You want the things of this world whereas 
Allaah wants the hereafter, and Allaah is Almighty, Most Just, and Most Wise.” [al-Anfaal:67]. 

A person shall enjoy much goodness and reward when he keeps his heart pure, observes 
taqwaa, and does not remain dishonest, oppressive, or rebellious. Such a person would be described 
as having a heart that is makhmoom, and he would have removed what diverts him from obeying 
his Lord. 

May Allaah bless us all by the Qur’aan and Sunnah, and allow us to glean benefit from the 
aayaat and wisdom they contain. I say this much. If what I have said is correct, it is from Allaah. If 
anything is incorrect, it is from myself and shaytaan. I implore Allaah to forgive me, you, and all 
Muslim men and women for every sin and misdeed. Thus, seek forgiveness from Allaah and repent 
to Him. My Lord is always Most Forgiving. 

*   *   *   *   * 

All praise and gratitude is due to Allaah for His blessings and guidance. The best speech is 
the Book of Allaah, and the best guidance is that of Muhammad r. The worst of things are those 
newly invented and attributed to Islaam, since every such invented matter is a bid‘ah. 
 May Allaah have mercy upon you all. Another matter which we must never be diverted from 
is realizing the sanctity of Muslim life. It is as inviolable as this day of yours, in this month of yours, 
in this land of yours. The Prophet r said, “If any Muslim testifies that there is none worthy of 
worship except Allaah and that I am the Messenger of Allaah, capital punishment is not to be 
applied to him except in three cases: a thayyib (someone currently or previously married) who 
commits adultery, someone who commits murder, and someone who forsakes his religion and 
separates from the Jamaa‘ah.” Collected by al-Bukhaaree and Muslim. 
 Is there any justification that gives us the right to consider it lawful to murder our Muslim 
brothers? Is there any sin that could justify taking lives that are protected, and turning a safe, 
pleasant life into chaos? Do those who have complete disregard for human life not realize that the 
sanctity of life is the highest level of safety there is in this world? When people’s lives are 
endangered, all other forms of safety are inconsequential. Can mere worldly gain ever justify 
innocent lives being taken? Can the right a person has in this temporary world ever be used to justify 
taking the souls of people who have done no wrong?  
 When will our Ummah awaken from its heedlessness so as to realize the gravity of the 
disasters faced by our Muslim brothers in all places, which make our hearts bleed and our eyes 
weep? They are being killed by people who have no justification, sound direction, or source of 
guidance. They are being killed by murderers who inhale oppression and arrogance, and exhale 
blood, bodies, and remains. That is a stone-hearted oppressive gang of aggressors who have no 



5 

 

conscience. They consider all sorts of crimes acceptable against others, including murder, looting, 
and eliminating public safety. However, they do not permit these to be perpetrated against 
themselves because, to them, they are the only ones who deserve to live, not others. Thus, they 
deem it acceptable to revolt, murder, and violate people’s lives as well as the rights of neighbours to 
the extent that they have become addicted to seeing blood and they find no joy without it. Such 
killers should be warned that they themselves will eventually be killed, even if it does not happen 
immediately.  

What ethics do these people live by? What burden will they carry when they meet the Most 
Just of Judges on a Day when property and children cannot avail anyone? On that Day all people 
will be gathered, and all of creation shall witness that Day. The first thing that people will be held to 
account for is shedding the blood of others. Destruction awaits anyone who comes to Allaah on that 
Day bearing the burden of having murdered a single Muslim. Thus, how much more severe will it be 
for someone who has murdered innumerable innocent people? That Day is when statement of 
Allaah will take effect – and there is none more truthful than Allaah – “If anyone deliberately 
murders a mu’min, his recompense is that he will remain in the hellfire perpetually. Allaah will be 
angry with him, distance him from His mercy, and prepare a severe punishment for him.” [an-
Nisaa’:93]. 
 May Allaah have mercy upon you all. In conclusion invoke salaah and salaam upon the best 
of all creation, Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillaah, the one who will be granted the hawd and intercession on 
the Day of Judgement. Allaah has commanded this, starting with Himself, then mentioning His 
angels, and then addressing you – people of eemaan – where he said, “People of eemaan, invoke 
salaah and abundant salaam upon him.” [al-Ahzaab:56] 

O Allaah send salaah and salaam upon Your worshipping servant and Messenger, 
Muhammad. O Allaah, be pleased with his four successors – Aboo Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthmaan, and 
‘Alee – as well as all of his family, Companions, and those who follow their path until the Day of 
Reckoning. O Allaah, Most Merciful, be pleased with us along with them, by Your pardon, 
generosity, and kindness. 

O Allaah, grant strength to Islaam and the Muslims, and humiliate shirk and those who 
perpetrate it. O Allaah grant victory to Your deen, Your Book, the Sunnah of Your Prophet, and 
Your believing, worshipping servants. 

O Allaah, grant our souls taqwaa and purify them. You are the best who can purify them. 
You are their Guardian Lord and Protector. O Allaah relieve the distress and suffering of the 
Muslims who are afflicted, settle the debts of those who are in debt, heal our ill and all the ailing 
Muslims. We ask You this by Your Mercy, for You are the Most Merciful. 

O Allaah, Lord of all creation, grant us safety and security in our countries, rectify our 
authorities and leaders, and make them among those who fear You, observe taqwaa of You, and do 
what pleases You. O Allaah, the Ever-Living, Self-Sufficient Sustainer of all, guide our leader to the 
words and deeds which You love and are pleased with. O Allaah, owner of all majesty and kindness, 
guide and rectify his aides and advisors. 
 O Allaah assist and grant victory to our soldiers who guard the borders. O Allaah, owner of 
all majesty and kindness, grant them victory over Your enemy and their enemy. O Allaah, allow 
them to return safely, and have mercy upon the martyrs among them. O Allaah, owner of all majesty 
and kindness, strengthen their resolve, and guide their aim and their strategies. O Allaah, grant 
strength to our brothers in all countries who have been subjugated because of their religion. O 
Allaah grant them strength and victory in Palestine, Syria, Yemen, and all other places. O Allaah, 
owner of all majesty and kindness, assist them against those who have oppressed them. 
 Our Lord, grant us good in this world, good in the hereafter, and save us from the torment 
of the hellfire. 
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Our Almighty Lord is perfect and He is absolved from the falsehood people assert. May He 
grant protection to the Messengers, and the last of our prayers is that all praise is due to Allaah, Lord 
of all creation. 

 


