
1 

 

 

 

ijk 

 

 

 

The Athaan 
 

Khutbah from al-Masjid al-Haraam 
delivered by ash-Shaykh Saalih aal Taalib 
6 Thul-Qa‘dah, 1436h (21 August, 2015) 

 

 
Translated by Aboo Shaybah 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

  



2 

 

All praise is due to Allaah. We praise Him, seek His assistance and ask His forgiveness. We 
seek refuge in Allaah from the evils of our own selves and the evil consequences of our misdeeds. If 
Allaah guides someone, none can lead that person astray, and if Allaah allows someone to stray, 
none can guide that person. I testify that none has the right to be worshipped except Allaah alone 
without any partner, and I testify that Muhammad is Allaah’s worshipping servant and Messenger. O 
Allaah, send salaah, salaam, and blessings upon him, his family, Companions until the Day of 
Reckoning. 

Observe taqwaa of Allaah as He rightfully deserves, and hold on firmly to Islaam (the 
strongest thing you could ever hold onto). “People of eemaan, observe taqwaa of Allaah as He 
rightfully deserves, and do not die except submitting to Allaah in Islaam.” [Aal ‘Imraan:102]. 
Observe taqwaa as He rightfully deserves by obeying Him and not disobeying, by remembering Him 
and not forgetting, and by thanking Him and not being ungrateful. “When someone observes 
taqwaa, Allaah makes things easy for him.” [at-Talaaq:4]. 

Dear Muslims, the Prophet r migrated to al-Madeenah, built the masjid there, and 
established salaah, but there was no athaan as yet. Rather, the Muslims would keep track of the time 
and then gather in the masjid for salaah. The Messenger of Allaah r was concerned about how to 
gather the people for salaah and, as a result, so were the Muslims. They consulted with each other 
and some of them said they should hoist a flag when it is time for salaah. That way, when the 
Muslims see it, they would inform each other that it was time for salaah. However, this suggestion 

did not appeal to the Prophet r. Others said they should light a fire, but the Prophet r told them 
that was done by the majoos. Others suggested blowing a horn, but the Prophet r told them that 
was done by the yahood. Others further proposed ringing a bell, but the Prophet r told them that 
was done by the nasaaraa. 

There was concern to ensure this Ummah would be distinct in the manifestation of its 
religious practice and its acts of worship. 

‘Abdullaah ibn Zayd [ibn ‘Abdi Rabbihi] t went back to his family and he was troubled due 
to the concern of the Messenger of Allaah r. ‘Abdullaah ibn Zayd narrated, “I had a dream in which 
a man wearing two green garments came to me with a bell in his hand. I said, ‘Servant of Allaah, are 
you selling that bell?’ He replied, ‘What will you do with it?’ I said, ‘We will use it to call the people 
to salaah.’ He then said, ‘Should I not inform you of something better?’ I responded, ‘Of course!’ He 
said, ‘Say: Allaahu akbar Allaahu akbar. Allaahu akbar Allahu akbar. Ash-hadu al-laa ilaaha illallaah. 
Ash-hadu al-laa ilaaha illallaah. Ash-hadu anna Muhammadar-Rasoolullaah. Ash-hadu anna 
Muhammadar-Rasoolullaah. Hayya ‘alas-salaah. Hayya ‘alas-salaah. Hayya ‘alal-falaah. Hayya ‘alal-
falaah. Allaahu akbar Allahu akbar. Laa ilaaha illallaah.’ (Allaah is the Greatest, Allaah is the Greatest. 
Allaah is the Greatest, Allaah is the Greatest. I testify that none has the right to be worshipped 
except Allaah. I testify that none has the right to be worshipped except Allaah. I testify that 
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah. I testify that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah. Come 
to Salaah, come to Salaah. Come to success, come to success. Allaah is the Greatest, Allaah is the 
Greatest. None has the right to be worshipped except Allaah). 

The man then moved back not too far away and said, ‘Then, when you want to begin salaah, 
you say, ‘Allaahu akbar Allaahu akbar. Ash-hadu al-laa ilaaha illallaah. Ash-hadu anna Muhammadar-
Rasoolullaah. Hayya ‘alas-salaah. Hayya ‘alal-falaah. Qad qaamatis-salaah. Qad qaamits-salaah. 
Allaahu akbar Allahu akbar. Laa ilaaha illallaah.’ (Allaah is the Greatest, Allaah is the Greatest. I 
testify that none has the right to be worshipped except Allaah. I testify that Muhammad is the 
Messenger of Allaah. Come to Salaah, come to success. Salaah is about to begin, Salaah is about to 
begin. Allaah is the Greatest, Allaah is the Greatest. None has the right to be worshipped except 
Allaah). 
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When I woke in the morning, I went to the Messenger of Allaah and told him what I 
dreamt. He said, ‘This is a dream of truth if Allaah wills. Stand with Bilaal and tell him the words 
from your dream so that he can use them make the athaan since his voice reaches farther than 
yours.’ Thus, I stood with Bilaal, told him the words, and he made the athaan using them. While 
‘Umar ibn al-Khattaab was in his house, he heard this and he hurriedly came out saying, “Messenger 
of Allaah, I swear by the One who sent you with the truth, I dreamt the same thing he dreamt.’ The 
Messenger of Allaah r said, ‘All praise is due to Allaah’.” This was collected by Ahmad, Aboo 
Daawood, and others, with a saheeh chain of narration. 

Servants of Allaah, this was how the athaan began. The Messenger of Allaah r subsequently 
appointed specific individuals to call the athaan. They raised Allaah’s mention, so He raised their 
mention. They included Bilaal ibn Rabaah, ‘Abdullaah ibn Umm Maktoom, and Aboo Mahthoorah. 
Allaah was pleased with them, His Messenger was pleased with them, and the Muslims had love for 
them. 

Dear people of eemaan, the words of the athaan are a proclamation of tawheed. They 
declare Allaah’s greatness and His sole right to be worshipped. They testify to His uniqueness and to 
the message He sent. They are a call to salaah and to success. Five times a day, they wash the 
impurities that accumulate upon the soul. Could any dirt remain after that? 

The words of the athaan are longed for by people’s hearts and their souls find tranquility in 
hearing them. They drift towards people’s ears proclaiming that none deserves to be worshipped 
except Allaah alone, and there is nothing greater than Him. The words of the athaan call out to 
every mu’min: if you got things right in past hours, continue to strive in the hours ahead; and if you 
erred, then expiate one hour with another. Some deeds can change others, and if even a minute 
remains in a person’s life it would be a major source of hope to attain Allaah’s mercy. 

As the hours of the day elapse, a mu’min is to examine himself. He stands before Allaah and 
raises his deeds to Him. How else should a person be as he passes through life from one call of 
“Allaahu akbar” to the next? 

At various times of the day and night, the clock of Islaam rings out, “Allaahu akbar Allaahu 
akbar.” At various times of the day and night, there is the hum of the word that enlivens the soul, 
“Allaahu akbar,” and the people who hear the call reply to it saying, “Allaahu akbar.” This is so that 
the people of eemaan would learn how to yield to goodness and understand what it means to make 
humanity unite like one household such that answering any call to goodness is something they do 
naturally without being forced. 

The words of the athaan were chosen by Allaah for this Ummah, and he singled out this 

Ummah with that call. Thus, the Prophet r said, “All praise is due to Allaah,” and we also say the 
same after him. 

Dear Muslims, if a person hears the athaan and does not respond to it or does not repeat its 
words, he misses out on immense virtue. 

There is a hadeeth in Saheeh Muslim where ‘Umar ibn al-Khattaab t narrated that the 
Messenger of Allaah r said, “When the mu’aththin says, ‘Allaahu akbar Allaahu akbar,’ one is to say 
‘Allaahu akbar Allaahu akbar.’ When he says, ‘ash-hadu al-laa ilaaha illallaah,’ one is to say, ‘ash-hadu 
al-laa ilaaha illallaah.’ When he says, ‘ash-hadu anna Muhammadar-rasoolullaah,’ one is to say ‘ash-
hadu anna Muhammadar-rasoolullaah.’ When he says, ‘hayya ‘alas-salaah,’ one is to say ‘laa hawla wa 
laa quwwata illaa billaah’ (there is no movement or strength except by Allaah). When he says, ‘hayya 
‘alaal-falaah,’ one is to say, ‘laa hawla wa laa quwwata illaa billaah’ (there is no movement or strength 
except by Allaah). When he says, ‘Allaahu akbar Allaahu akbar,’ one is to say ‘Allaahu akbar Allaahu 
akbar.’ When he says, ‘laa ilaaha illallaah,’ one is to say, ‘laa ilaaha illallaah.’ If someone says those 
things sincerely from his heart, he will enter Jannah.” 
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There is also a hadeeth in the two Saheeh collections where Aboo Sa‘eed al-Khudree t 
narrated that the Messenger of Allaah r said, “When you hear the athaan, say what the mu’aththin 
says.” 

In Saheeh Muslim there is a hadeeth where Anas ibn Maalik t said the Prophet r heard a 
man saying, “Allaahu akbar Allaah akbar.” The Messenger of Allaah r said, “He is upon the fitrah 
(i.e. the innate disposition Allaah created him with is intact).” The man then said, “ash-hadu al-laa 

ilaaha illallaah, ash-hadu al-laa ilaaha illallaah.” The Messenger of Allaah r said, “You have been 
saved from the hellfire.” 

In Saheeh Muslim there is a hadeeth where Sa‘d ibn Abee Waqqaas t narrated that 
Messenger of Allaah r said, “If someone says the following when he hears the mu’aththin, his sins 
would be forgiven: 
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In Saheeh Muslim there is also a hadeeth from ‘Abdullaah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘Aas C who heard 
the Prophet r say, “When you hear the mua’ththin, say what he says, and then invoke salaah upon 
me because if someone invokes salaah upon me Allaah will send salaah upon him ten times. Then, 
ask Allaah to grant me al-waseelah which is a rank in Jannah that will only be granted to one of 
Allaah’s worshipping servants and I hope I am that person. If someone prays for me to granted al-
waseelah, I will be allowed to intercede for him.” 

In Saheeh al-Bukhaaree there is a hadeeth where Jaabir ibn ‘Abdillaah t narrated that the 
Messenger of Allaah r said, “If someone says the following when he hears the athaan, I will be 
allowed to intercede for him on the Day of Resurrection: 
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Dear Muslims, these are four things that are Sunnah and four tremendous virtues. [1] The 
first was saying what the mu’aththin says except for hayya ‘alas-salaah and hayya ‘alal-falaah. [2] The 
second was being pleased with Allaah as a Lord, with Muhammad as a Messenger, and with Islaam 

as a religion. [3] The third was invoking salaah upon the Prophet r. [4] The fourth was asking Allaah 
to grant him al-waseelah. 

The four virtues that come from those were: [1] firstly, the person would be allowed to enter 
Jannah; [2] secondly, he would be saved from the hellfire; [3] thirdly, his sins would be forgiven; and 
[4] fourthly, he would be granted the Prophet’s intercession. 

There is also a fifth point to be added. Du‘aa’ between the athaan and iqaamah is answered. 
Al-Imaam Ahmad and others collected a hadeeth where ‘Abdullaah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘Aas C narrated 
that a man said, “Messenger of Allaah, the mu’aththins are better than us because they get to call the 
athaan.” The Messenger of Allaah r replied, “Say what they say. Then, once you finish, if you ask 
you shall be granted.” 

There is also a hadeeth in the Sunan collections where Anas ibn Maalik t narrated that the 
Messenger of Allaah r said, “Du‘aa’ is not rejected between the athaan and iqaamah.” 

Dear Muslims, Allaah said, “No one is better in speech than someone who calls to Allaah, 
does righteous deeds, and says, ‘I am among those who submit to Allaah in Islaam’.” [??] ‘Aa’ishah 
z said, “This aayah was revealed concerning the mu’aththins.” That means they are among the 
people to whom this aayah applies. Who else could be more deserving to be described as “someone 
who calls to Allaah” than a mu’aththin? Every day he calls to tawheed and salaah which are the two 
greatest pillars of this religion. What call is more complete and perfect than the athaan about which 
the Prophet r said, “O Allaah, Lord of this perfect call…” 

Muslim collected a hadeeth where the Prophet r said, “Those who call the athaan shall have 
the longest necks of the Day of Resurrection.” That implies prominence, distinction, looking 
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forward to Allaah’s reward, and also having necks longer than the people when they are bridled by 
their sweat on the Day of Resurrection. 

Allaah will honour the mu’aththin on the Day of Resurrection by allowing everything that 

heard his voice to testify for him. The Prophet r said, “No jinn, human, or anything else hears the 
voice of the mu’aththin except that it will bear witness for him on the Day of Resurrection.” 
Collected by al-Bukhaaree. 

Muslims should seek their reward from Allaah by calling the athaan. Those in rural or 
unpopulated areas should seek their reward from Allaah by calling out the athaan. Those in other 
countries should seek their reward from Allaah by calling out the athaan in public places that permit 
voices to be raised. Doing so has opened many doors of goodness and guided many people. 

The Prophet r also said about competing to call the athaan, “If people knew the reward that 
lies in calling the athaan and praying in the first row, and found no other way to get that except by 
drawing lots, they would certainly draw lots.” Collected by al-Bukhaaree and Muslim. 

Ibn Rajab commented that the hadeeth shows the virtue of the athaan and that it is 
mustahabb for even prominent and important people to vie for calling it. Such important figures 

used to vie for calling the athaan. ‘Umar t said, “If I was able to call the athaan along with the 
responsibilities of being the Khleefah, I would certainly call the athaan.” Sa‘d ibn Abee Waqqaas t 
said, “It is more beloved to me that I be strong to call the athaan than it is for me to perform Hajj, 
‘Umrah, or Jihaad.” Similar statements have also been reported from ‘Umar and ibn Mas‘ood. Ibn 
az-Zubayr said, “I would have loved if the Messenger of Allaah t appointed us to call the athaan.” 
May Allaah be pleased with them all. 

Aboo Hurayrah t narrated that the Messenger of Allaah r said, “The Imaam is responsible 
and the mu’aththin has been given a trust. O Allaah, guide the Imaams and forgive the mu’aththins.” 
Collected by Aboo Daawood and at-Tirmithee, and graded saheeh by a number of scholars. 

In a general sense, calling the athaan is better than being an imaam according to many of the 
scholars, and the general texts of the Sunnah indicate that the mu’aththin is to be shown respect and 
kindness. 

Servants of Allaah, among the rulings pertaining to the athaan is that is Sunnah for men, not 
women. It is to be called whether one is resident or travelling, whether in a group or alone, and 
whether for a salaah prayed at its proper time or being made up. It is Sunnah for the mu’aththin to 
have a loud and pleasant voice, and for him to be trustworthy and knowledgeable about salaah 
times. It is Sunnah for him to call the athaan standing, in a state of tahaarah, facing the qiblah, 
turning to the side when saying hayya ‘alaas-salaah and hayya ‘alal-falaah, articulating the words of 
the athaan slowly, and saying them fast during the iqaamah. 

A person shall enjoy a tremendous reward when he hopes to be recompensed by Allaah for 
calling the athaan or repeating after the mu’aththin. 

That is the athaan along with some of the virtues it yields for those who call it and those 
who respond to it. The soul that has eemaan is far above mere material things, and is stronger than 
giving into being humiliated. It must bear the adversities of life with determination. It is as though 
the athaan calls out: Do not become confused or unsettled! This is the way things work. Do not go 
astray! This is the path to tread. Do not back away! This is the call to answer. Nothing will be too big 
for you to deal with so long as your word is Allaahu akbar. 

O Allaah, bless us by the Qur’aan and Sunnah, and allow us to glean benefit from their 
aayaat and wisdom. I say this much and I seek Allaah’s forgiveness for myself and you. 

 

*   *   *   *   * 
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All praise is due to Allaah, Lord of all creation. He is the Most Merciful, the Bestower of 
Mercy, and the Sole Sovereign on the Day of Recompense. I testify that none has the right to be 
worshipped except Allaah alone, without any partner. He is the True King that deserves all worship. 
I further testify that Muhammad is His worshipping servant and Messenger who was truthful and 
trustworthy. O Allaah, send salaah, salaam, and blessings upon him, and upon all his family and 
Companions. 

Dear Muslims, the criminal and enemy of ash-Shaam has continued his onslaught of 
massacres in a land that is revered in Islaam. He has done what foreign enemies themselves would 
be embarrassed to perpetrate against the people of another country. His most recent crime was in 
Douma where he murdered and burned tens of children and impoverished people in a market – not 
a place of fighting or war. It is a result of the hatred and savagery that fill his heart, as well as the 
hearts of his entire faction, against Arabs and Muslims. This is made even more evident due to his 
submissive compliance with the scorpion of this region. They are all united by hostility against the 
people of ash-Shaam with respect to the path they follow, their ethnicity, and their history, yet the 
world still just stands and watches. There is none who grants assistance and victory except Allaah. 

O Allaah, we implore You to make the acts perpetrated in Douma by the tyrant of ash-
Shaam the end of his transgression and the beginning of his downfall. O Allaah, we ask You to put a 
complete end to him and make that a lesson for all who take heed. O Allaah, send Your wrath 
without delay upon him and all who assist him. O Allaah, seize them as they can never render You 
incapable. O Allaah, exact retribution on behalf of the martyrs, wounded, widows, orphaned 
children, and all the oppressed. Console our hearts and the hearts of all the people of eemaan. O 
Allaah, grant Your kindness to our family in ash-Shaam. O Allaah, the Most Merciful of all who 
show mercy, grant Your kindness to our family in ash-Shaam and grant them relief soon. 

O Allaah, send salaah upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad, just as You 
sent salaah upon Ibraaheem and upon the family of Ibraaheem. Indeed, You are most praiseworthy, 
most glorious. O Allaah, bless Muhammad and the family of Muhammad just as You blessed 
Ibraaheem and the family of Ibraaheem. Indeed, You are most praiseworthy, most glorious. O 
Allaah, be pleased with the four Khulafaa’, the Imaams who followed the religion of tawheed: Aboo 
Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthmaan, and ‘Alee. O Allaah be pleased with them and all the Companions of Your 
Prophet as well as all who follow their path until the Day of Reckoning. 

O Allaah, grant victory to Your religion, Your Book, the Sunnah of Your Prophet, and Your 
believing worshipping servants. O Allaah, Lord of all creation, grant victory to the mujaahideen who 
struggle in Your path in Palestine and all other places. 

O Allaah, protect our country and all Muslim lands from every evil. O Allaah, if people 
endeavour to harm us, Islaam, or Muslims, we ask You to busy such people with their own selves 
and turn their plots against them. O Allaah, Lord of all creation, if others wish to harm us, our 
countries, our authorities, our scholars, our general public, or our unity, we ask You to busy such 
people with their own selves and turn their destructive plots against them. 

O Allaah, guide our leader to all that You love and are pleased with. Lead him so that he 
obeys You and avoids disobeying You. O Allaah, guide him, his two deputies, their brothers, and 
their aides to all that would produce good for the Muslims and their lands. O Allaah, guide the 

Muslim leaders to govern by Your laws, and to follow the Sunnah of Your Prophet Muhammad r 
and make them a mercy to your believing worshipping servants. 

O Allaah, spread security and prosperity throughout our country and throughout all Muslim 
lands, and protect us from the evil of those who do wrong, as well as the plots of those who disobey 
You. 

Our Lord, grant us good in this world, good in the hereafter, and protect us from the 
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torment of the hellfire. Our Lord, forgive our sins, and our transgressing the bounds You have set 
for us. Make our feet firm, and grant us victory over the people that deny You. O Allaah, forgive our 
sins, conceal our faults, facilitate our affairs, and allow us to accomplish our aspirations which please 
You. 

O Allaah, forgive us, our parents, and their parents. O Allaah have mercy upon them as they 
raised us when we were young. O Allaah, if they are still alive, grant them well-being and continuous 
obedience to You. O Allaah, if they have passed away, shower Your mercy upon them, grant them 
light and spaciousness in their graves, make their graves gardens of Jannah for them, and unite us 
with them in the abode where You bestow Your favour. O Allaah, forgive us, our parents, our 
forefathers, their descendants, our spouses, and our children. Indeed, You hear our prayers. 

O Allaah, accept our deeds, as You most certainly hear and know all things. Accept our 
repentance, as You most certainly accept repentance and are the Most Merciful.  

Our Lord, the Almighty is absolved from all the wrong people ascribe to Him. May He grant 
protection to the Messengers, and the last of our prayers is that all praise is due to Allaah, Lord of all 
creation. 


