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Indeed, all praise is due to Allaah. We praise Him, seek His assistance, and ask His 
forgiveness. He deserves that we praise Him as many times as we breathe and blink. He deserves 
immeasurable praise for all His blessings. I testify that none has the right to be worshipped except 
Allaah alone without any partner. He is the Most Noble, Kind, and Generous Bestower. He blessed 
us with a religion that cherishes young people. I further testify that our Prophet Muhammad is 
Allaah’s worshipping servant and chosen Messenger who repented to Allaah much. He set the best 
example for people of taqwaa, and is the leader and role model for all who follow his path. My Lord, 
Most High, send salaah and salaam upon him, his eminent family, Companions, and followers, for as 
long as the night and day alternate, as long as the stars shine brightly, and until the Day of 
Reckoning. 

Servants of Allaah, prudent people do what most is fitting and sensible. The most beneficial 
thing a person can do is observe taqwaa, which is the most effective source of strength. “Thus, 
people of intelligence, observe taqwaa of Allaah in order to attain success.” [al-Maa’idah:100]. A 
person’s status cannot avail him in any way without taqwaa. Therefore, be aware of that and observe 
taqwaa of Allaah. When seeking a reputation, chose the most noble of traits; the most noble of 
people to Allaah are those who observe taqwaa most. 

Dear Muslims, if someone carefully examines the annals of history, intricately and diligently 
analyzing their details with the prowess of great scholars, he would find among all the wondrous 
statements and prominent figures an unmistakable reality that greets him with a smile, not a frown. 
That reality is that the young people of this Ummah are its priceless treasure and the cornerstone of 
its civilization. No civilization is built without the work of its sons, and it has no longevity without 
its young people. Thus, the youth are fragrant blossoms, strong forearms, and shining rays of hope 
and optimism. I extend a welcome of honour to our youth. They are our priceless treasure and 
source of pride. Were the Companions of the Prophet Muhammad anything besides youth with 
brilliant minds? 

Dear Muslims, the phase of youth is one of strength, vigour, and enthusiasm. However, if all 
this zeal is not properly channeled, it turns into unbridled chaos that leads to remorse for those 
going through this stage of life, and produces disastrous consequences and trials for the Ummah. 
This is why Islaam gives utmost care and importance to the young. They are the heart and pulse of 
the Ummah, and they supply the Ummah with its vitality. ‘Alee [ibn Abee Taalib] carried the banner 
on the Day of Badr at the age of 21. Usaamah [ibn Zayd] led the army at the age of 18. ‘Abdullaah 

ibn ‘Abbaas, the phenomenal scholar of this Ummah was 13 when the Prophet r passed away. Zayd 
ibn Thaabit was 11 when the Prophet r came to al-Madeenah, yet he was chosen as a scribe of 
revelation. Mus‘ab ibn ‘Umayr was the young caller to Islaam who gave up all he had in this world 
for Allaah and His Messenger. Al-Hasan and al-Husayn will be the two leaders of the youth in 
Jannah. May Allaah be pleased with all of the eminent Companions. 

My people, that is how Islaam produced sincere, free, honest youth. They gave precedence 
to the greatest of them in certainty and knowledge rather than the most audacious. 

Dear Muslim Ummah, giving importance to the young, caring for them, and protecting them 
is vital in every time and place. However, its necessity has become even greater during recent times 
in which there has been an overwhelming presence of open immorality and lenience towards the 
inappropriate. There has also been a continuous ideological attack from various channels utilizing a 
wide array of mechanisms and strategies. The accessibility of mass media – especially by way of 
satellite – has played a major role in undermining sound thinking. These channels have become 
skilful and creative in devising ways to attract the eyes of viewers and sway public opinion. This has 
been used to compromise the ideological security of the Ummah. All these satellite channels and 
social networks have given viewers and users the idea that this world is an arena for ideological and 
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moral chaos, and a chance to lose oneself in seduction and lewdness without being restrained by any 
religion, ethics, or values. 

There are also other channels that endeavour to incite the public against the authorities, 
doing so under the pretense of “rectification” or “reconciliation.” They also endeavour to turn the 
young people against the scholars under the guise of “sincerely advising” or “being insightful.” They 
do these things while they are the ones in most need of what they claim. 

Other channels endeavour to create unrest and spread terrorism and sectarianism by giving 
certain people a platform that they would not have otherwise. 

There are public discussions and forums that aim to spread faults. They cast doubt about 
foundational ideas, attack basic principles, devise false interpretations for definitive aayaat, and focus 
on texts that contain ambiguity. Their unscrupulous actions have caused waves of doubts, promoted 
atheist ideas, and spread corruption throughout the earth. “When they are told, ‘Do not spread 
corruption upon the earth,’ they reply. ‘We only seek to set things right.’ They are most certainly the 
ones who spread corruption, but they do not realize it.” [al-Baqarah:11-12]. 

People of eemaan, when ideological security is compromised, problems appear in people’s 
morals and society at large. No group of this Ummah could ever follow a course involving violence, 
terrorism, murder, destruction, bombing, and leaving innocent people in fear, unless they have been 
completely brainwashed into thinking that is it somehow acceptable to do what they do and execute 
their schemes. How could any sound-minded Muslim excommunicate other individuals from Islaam 
based on doubts and uncertainties? No one follows such a course unless he has major ideological, 
ethical, and social problems. In our time, the ideology of takfeer strongly pervades the ranks of a 
certain group of young people. It is like crossing a mine-filled ocean using a rickety boat and placing 
oneself in undeniable danger. It has led many to do wrong and taken them astray. There are people 
in our time whose repulsive acts have horribly defaced the pristine, humanitarian values of Islaam, 
and they have deviated far away from its tolerance and moderation. Such people are nothing more 
than a disfigured embodiment of others who tread the same path, treated life cheaply, carried out 
acts of mass bloodshed, murdered the innocent, caused much destruction, and violated dignity and 
honour. We ask Allaah for His assistance. Today bears uncanny resemblance to the past. 

Ummah of eemaan, the presence of a generation of young people left without any real, 
effective care and protection is a crime against them, against society, and even against the entire 
Ummah. This is why it is a necessity for the people of Islaam to fulfil their responsibility by using all 
means available to them to protect the youth. We have to implant in the hearts of the young: pure 
tawheed, the correct ‘aqeedah, and adherence to the Qur’aan and Sunnah. “And if someone 
complies with Allaah’s directives in the Qur’aan and Sunnah, he has certainly been guided to a 
straight path.” [Aal ‘Imraan:101]. 

It is also necessary for parents and educators to contribute to protecting the young and 
encourage them to seek knowledge of Islaam from its reputable sources, and to remain with firmly-
grounded scholars. It is similarly necessary to warn the young from abnormal fataawaa which 
promote violence and unjustified bloodshed. Shaykh al-Islaam ibn Taymiyyah ? said, “The Muslim 
scholars and those who follow their course are the means and guides that lead people to the 

Messenger r. They convey what he said to the people and provide explanation according to their 
ability and sound reasoning.” 

May Allaah have mercy upon you all, we must make our young people aware of the current 
challenges they face. We are in a time when oppressive Zionists have escalated their desecration of 
al-Masjid al-Aqsaa and their provocation of Muslims. We are in a time when depravity has spread far 
and wide by way of satellite channels, electronic devices, information networks, and social media to 
the extent that it has brought many trials to families, homes, and societies, splitting them and 
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demolishing their foundations. Not only that, there are the trials of doubts which have invaded the 
minds of many young people of this Ummah. This has enabled enemies to transform the young and 
use them as mouthpieces to promote the ideas of the confused among this Ummah. Moreover, that 
is happening alongside the spread of dangerous terrorist organizations which eliminate security, 
terrorize people living in safety, and create complete disorder. This is why it is imperative for our 
young ones to not let their understanding be adversely influenced. Rather, they must understand the 
adverse influences. They must not be affected by influences that impair their understanding. Rather, 
they must properly understand all the influences and crises around them so as to fulfil their 
responsibilities and be fully aware of the challenges that encircle them. 

Young people of this Ummah! Young people of this Ummah! You are its pulse, the pillar of 
its life, its shining gems, and the ones who build its civilization and bring it honour. You are our 
children who bring our hearts great joy. Adhere to the values and dignified conduct taught by your 
religion. Do not be fooled by shameful, imported ideas, or methodologies that have no true 
substance. Do not let the names given to things deceive you about their realities. Comprehend what 
terms mean properly according to the understanding of the Salaf; terms like al-walaa’ wal-baraa’ 
(allegiance and disavowal), jihaad (struggling in Allaah’s path), riddah (apostasy), takfeer 
(excommunicating Muslims from Islaam), and hurriyyah (freedom). True Islaam is what builds 
civilization and serves as the reference point for all noble values and virtues. “You are the best 
people brought forth for mankind. You command what is right, forbid what is wrong, and have 
eemaan in Allaah.” [Aal ‘Imraan:110].  

Young people, you are all aware of the disasters and trials this Ummah is facing. There are 
many adversities that have forcefully shaken it. This Muslim Ummah of yours is eagerly waiting for 
you to rise up with sound guidance and rescue it from the pits in which it lies. Do not be deceived 
by fake slogans which may dazzle you, or by stray ideologies that are outside of Islaam in reality. 
Suffice yourselves with what sufficed your righteous Salaf and your well-grounded scholars. 

Dear Muslim Ummah, all of that is said now, after the gloom of trials has struck. Those trials 
have given rise to major disasters, crises, and crimes that have destroyed lives. They have made 
rivers of grief flow, and our necks are soaked with our tears. What is truly depressing is that the fuel 
for what preceded has been naïve young people. This has driven those who care about their religion 
to advocate the necessity of establishing ideological security, with the youth topping the list of 
priorities since they are the towering fortresses that protect the Ummah. Furthermore, just as youth 
is the most lively and enjoyable stage of life, it is also the most critical and impressionable stage. We 
seek Allaah’s guidance, as He is the One who directs to the straight path. “People of eemaan, protect 
yourselves and your families from a Fire whose fuel is men and stones. There are stern, severe angels 
in charge of punishing the inhabitants in the Fire, and those angels do not disobey Allaah’s order. 
Rather, they do as they are commanded.” [at-Tahreem:6]. 

May Allaah bless us by His two revelations and allow us to glean benefit from the guidance 
of His Messenger. I say this much and I ask Allaah, the Most Great and Majestic, to forgive me, you 
and all Muslims for every misdeed. Thus, ask His forgiveness and repent to Him. My Lord is 
certainly Most Forgiving and Most Merciful. 

 

*   *   *   *   * 

  
 All praise is due to Allaah. We praise Him for His blessings with our hearts and limbs. I 
testify that none has the right to be worshipped except Allaah alone without any partner. It is a 
testimony made with both tongue and heart. I further testify that our Prophet Muhammad is 
Allaah’s worshipping servant and Messenger. He was best of all former and later generations. 
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Whoever follows his guidance will attain true success and prosperity. May Allaah send salaah, 
salaam, and blessings upon him, his family and descendants who shone like brilliant starts, his 
eminent Companions, and all who follow their path until the Day of Recoking. 
 Servants of Allaah, observe taqwaa of Allaah as He rightfully deserves. If you store that away 
for yourselves, it will outlast all else, and it leads to unparalleled prosperity. “Take provision for 
yourselves, and the best provision is taqwaa.” [al-Baqarah:197]. 
 My brothers in eemaan, one of the most vital things to be given attention during this 
important historical juncture is exposing our young people to what is correct and educating them 
properly about the laws of Islaam that apply to crimes and punishments such as murder, as well as 
the ruling pertaining to aggression against non-Muslims who are protected by the law. They must 
also be educated about the danger of takfeer, extremism, and label people arbitrarily. They are to be 
taught that it is wrong to terrorize people who are guaranteed safety, and that it is unlawful to violate 
their rights or take their property. They must be warned against drugs – the major ill of our era – 
and the consequences of using and trafficking them. This must be done to protect them, their 
societies, their countries, and their Ummah from people who don’t have proper knowledge, and also 
to safeguard them from the deliberate harms aimed at them and traps set for them by their enemies. 
 Scholars, preachers, educators, thinkers, media personalities, and journalists all shoulder this 
responsibility. Fulfilling it is necessary to save our young from being lost and going astray. It will 
save them from falling prey to anomalous ideas. It will counteract the schemes of enemies who 
target young people so as to use them in fulfilling their own spurious motives. This must all be done 
with gentle guidance, kind direction, and the merciful cooperation of family members and society 
with their children, opening the channels of peaceful, constructive dialogue with them. The free time 
young people have should be filled with beneficial programs, and the youth should be provided with 
employment opportunities in order to protect them from being left idle. This should be 
implemented in cooperation with those who have the necessary means and experience in this area. 
This cooperation fosters religious unity and preserves the social fabric of the nation. These are 
factors that would allow society to achieve what it desires in protecting the young people of this 
Ummah from incorrect beliefs, imprudent ideas, and outrageous conduct. These measures will 
preserve their religion, ‘aqeedah, and ethics. An effort must also be made to develop definitive 
guidelines governing dealing with social media and making optimal constructive usage of it. 

No matter what happens, we can still say that, overall, the young people of this Ummah are 
headed towards goodness, and we praise Allaah for that. If a number of young people fall victim to 
excessiveness, negligence, or despair, such people cannot adversely affect the moderate majority who 
strive for development and constructive contribution. 
 You must enthusiastically encourage the youth who are independent and driven by hope. 
Their efforts have made many contributions over history that make us proud. They work together to 
make a better tomorrow, and they give us hope of a life with full dignity. 
 May Allaah protect our young people, and all Muslim youth, from every harm and evil. May 
Allaah preserve our safety, ‘aqeedah, and leadership. My Lord is near and He responds. 

May Allaah have mercy upon you all. In conclusion, invoke salaah and salaam upon the best 
of mankind, as your Lord has commanded you in His statement, “Indeed, Allaah and His angels 
send salaah upon the Prophet. People of eemaan, invoke salaah and abundant salaam upon him.” 
[al-Ahzaab:56]. Additionally, the Prophet r said, “If someone invokes salaah upon me once, Allaah 
will send salaah upon him ten times as a result.” Collected in Saheeh Muslim. 

May the salaah and salaam of Allaah continue to be sent upon the best of mankind for as 
long as ships remain sailing the seas. He is the one commended in the scriptures revealed by the 
Most Merciful. 


