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Indeed, all praise is due to Allaah. We praise Him, seek His assistance, ask His forgiveness, 
and repent to Him. We seek refuge in Allaah from the evils of our souls and the evil consequences 
of our misdeeds. If Allaah guides someone, none can lead him astray; and if Allaah allows someone 
to stray, none can guide him. I testify that there is none worthy of worship except Allaah alone, 
without any partner, and I testify that Muhammad is His worshipping servant and Messenger. 
 People of eemaan, observe taqwaa of Allaah as He rightfully deserves, and do not die except 
submitting to Allaah in Islaam. 
 Mankind, observe taqwaa of your Lord who created you from a single person, and from him 
created his wife, and then spread from the two of them multitudes of men and women. Observe 
taqwaa of Allaah by whom you make requests of one other, and do not sever ties of kinship. Indeed, 
Allaah is always watchful over you. 
 People of eemaan, observe taqwaa of Allaah and speak words that are correct. If you do so, 
Allaah will set your deeds right, and forgive your sins. And whoever obeys Allaah and His 
Messenger has achieved the greatest success. 
 The truly intelligent person always keeps in mind that the life which people live is not 
perfect, and that people themselves are not perfect either. Both life and people have their faults, and 
if one thing pleases someone there may be many others which do not please him. Everyone slips 
and does wrong at some time. Can you say you are pleased with absolutely every trait of any one 
person? Is there any person that has never done wrong? 

Every living soul has its own intrinsic behaviour which is not easily changed. This is why 
people inevitably vary in how calm and composed they remain when faced with circumstances that 
agitate the weak of heart. Such circumstances may cause people to behave hastily and insolently. 
However, one’s composure and gentleness when dealing with others can be maintained when an 
individual sets his pride aside and uses a means many people are unaware of. The means is 
something which behavioural psychologists describe as the trait of overlooking factors that impair all 
realms of public and private life, whether between nations, leaders, families, or individuals within a 
single society. 
 Ignoring and overlooking mistakes is a quality of strength not weakness, forbearance not 
inability, and perseverance not defeat. This is because paying attention to everything that the ear 
hears or that the eye sees will most certainly spoil relationships, divide society, and sow negative 
thoughts in people’s hearts towards others, amidst storms of suspicion, hatred, and hostility. 

Thus, there are times when it is necessary to overlook the mistakes of others in order to 
safely remain on course. The final destination is distant, and being diverted often while progressing 
onwards hinders a prompt arrival. When someone takes people to account for every mistake they 
make, he will be left in life without a spouse, brother, friend, or neighbour. No intelligent person 
would disagree that overlooking faults is a noble quality which trains one to deliberately disregard 
certain things, while fully aware of what he is disregarding, in order to produce the greater good and 

avert harm. It is a dignified quality that was taught and embodied by the Prophet r. Al-Hasan al-
Basree ? said, “No respectable person counts all the mistakes others make. When one of the wives 
of Allaah’s Messenger r made a mistake, Allaah said, ‘Recount to them when the Prophet disclosed 
a matter in confidence to one of his wives. However, when she conveyed it to others, and Allaah 
informed him about what took place, the Prophet informed her about only some of what Allaah 
told him she did, and he overlooked the rest’.” [at-Tahreem:3] 

 Thus, the Prophet r overlooked people’s mistakes, was keen to maintain a clean heart 
towards them, and disliked hearing ill about them. These noble practices of his are further supported 
by the hadeeth in which he r said, “None of my Companions should convey to me anything ill 
about others. I wish to come out to you with a clean heart.” Collected by Ahmad, Aboo Daawood, 
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and at-Tirmithee. 
 Servants of Allaah, a person is praiseworthy when he prudently overlooks, not when he 
pretends to be wise but is actually oblivious. The former represents intelligence while the latter 
demonstrates foolishness. It has been said that a foolish person cannot be the leader of his people. 
Rather, the leader is the one who deliberately overlooks. In addition, in the Laamiyyah of ibn al-
Wardee are his famous words of wisdom, “You must ignore certain things because a person cannot 
enjoy goodness unless he overlooks.” 
 Servants of Allaah, the point here is that proper implementation of dismissing faults 
comprises tolerance, gentleness, and overlooking. When any of these are absent, dismissing faults 
becomes part of the problem rather than the solution, and this is the key reason behind many 
disputes and hostilities. It is not a sign of strength to latch onto the mistakes of others, rejoice at 
finding more of them, falsely accuse people’s intentions, or over-analyze their actions and put 
meaning to them. 
 Furthermore, you must not refuse to accept people’s apologies or to give them the benefit of 
the doubt. You must not harbour ill thoughts about others or go to extremes in interpreting their 
intentions when they make the least mistake. Well-being does not come about from such behaviour. 
On the contrary, such behaviour eliminates well-being. It was said to Al-Imaam Ahmad ? that well-
being has ten parts, nine of which involve overlooking mistakes of others. He replied that well-being 
has ten parts and all of them involve overlooking mistakes. 
 Aboo Muhammad ibn Hazm said, “You should seek to be known as someone who is clean 
towards others. Do not be known as conniving because, in that case, people will make sure they 
protect themselves by staying away from you. This may cause you drawbacks, and may even kill you. 
Al-A‘mash said, ‘Overlooking extinguishes many ills’.” 
 Servants of Allaah, overlooking mistakes and ignoring negativity silences one’s opponents, 
leaving them in despair. When you encounter a contemptible individual hurling insults, you should 
ignore him as if you didn’t hear him, and react as though he may have meant someone else. I may 
pass by a loathsome person who swears at me, but I continue on my way and assume he was not 
talking to me. Ignoring such negativity reduces the number of one’s opponents, encourages the soul 
to aim high, and protects it from lowly things. When a person always reprimands instead of 
overlooking mistakes, his family, neighbours, companions, and loved ones will all distance 
themselves from him. 

It has been astutely pointed out that if you scold your friend about everything, you need to 
realize that you will never meet someone faultless. Therefore, you must either live by yourself, or 
maintain ties with others knowing that they will make mistakes sometimes. If you keep refusing to 
drink because of some small impurity in your beverage, you will remain thirsty. Is there anyone who 
will always find flawless drink? 

The wind is not always gentle, and there will be times when its gusts are strong. Sometimes 
you face and welcome the wind, while at others you shield yourself from it. Life with others is like 
that too in the sense that it is not always smooth. There may be people who do not overlook faults. 
Instead, they busy themselves by keeping track of the mistakes others make, holding them 
accountable, and taking revenge. Any person who does that will find himself alone one day, and 
everyone will keep away from him. Not only that, he would have wasted his time by corrupting his 
heart and irreversibly foregoing his own best interests at the expense of things that are far less 
important. The foundations would be left disregarded and only the subsidiary would be given 
consideration. When someone is busy trying to kill scorpions, his travelling party will depart without 
him. If a person is preoccupied with keeping track of what he is hunting, he will lose sight of 

everything else. Shaykh al-Islaam ibn Taymiyyah ? insightfully remarked, “If someone makes a 
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habit of taking revenge and cannot remain patient, he will unavoidably wrong others.” 
I say this much and I implore Allaah to forgive me, you, and all Muslims for every sin and 

misdeed. Thus, seek forgiveness from Allaah and repent to Him. My Lord is always Most Forgiving. 
 

*   *   *   *   * 

  
All praise and gratitude is due to Allaah for His blessings and guidance. I testify that none 

has the right to be worshipped except Allaah alone, without any partner. He is the most exalted. I 
further testify that Muhammad is the worshiping servant and Messenger of Allaah. He called to all 
things that please Allaah. May Allaah send salaah and salaam upon him, his family, Companions, and 
brothers. 

 The best speech is the Book of Allaah, and the best guidance is that of Muhammad r. The 
worst of things are those newly invented and attributed to Islaam, since every such invented matter 
is a bid‘ah, and every such bi‘dah is misguidance. 
 Servants of Allaah, observe taqwaa of Allaah, and realize that overlooking flaws does not 
apply to only one specific set of people. Rather, it applies to people who are important and 
insignificant, leader and subject, teacher and student, parent and child, husband and wife. Harmony 
in life, being at peace with others, unity, and giving others preference cannot come about without 
overlooking flaws and mistakes. Such is the prudent way of dealing with others which wins hearts, 
suppresses the urge to lay blame, and elevates minds and ethics. This allows for objectives to be 
accomplished and great heights to be reached. This is why the only people who are good at 
overlooking faults are those who have enlightened minds and large hearts. Everyone else remains a 
far way off from this quality, and the state of their hearts and minds is truly terrible. They keep track 
of absolutely every mistake. They make mountains out of molehills and only cause matters to 
become worse by counting faults and pointing the finger of blame . Their nature is provoked 
while their intellect is obscured. However, the perceptive individual is the one who reads and 
contemplates what Allaah told us Yoosuf’s brothers said about him, “‘It is no surprise if he (i.e. 
Yoosuf’s younger brother) steals because he has a brother who stole prior to him.’ However, Yoosuf 
suppressed what he felt and did not reveal that to them.” [Yoosuf:77]. 
 May Allaah protect you all. You must also realize that the sincere, discerning Mu’min is fully 
aware that overlooking faults is different from being naïve and negligent. The former raises while the 
latter degrades. This is where many people have incorrectly understood what it means to overlook 
and ignore. They overlook the good that others do while stressing the bad. They mistakenly think 
that overlooking faults means they no longer have to stand up for the truth or denounce falsehood. 
Their concept became so warped that they exchange the superior for the inferior. Aboo Salamah 
said that the Companions of Allaah’s Messenger r did not restrict themselves from what Allaah 
permitted for them, and they did not fake being tired from excessive acts of worship. In their 
gatherings, there were times when they would exchange verses of poetry and mention events from 
the time of jaahiliyyah. However, if anyone among them witnessed Allaah’s directives being violated, 
he would look at that sternly.” Collected by al-Bukhaaree in al-Adab al-Mufrad. 
 Furthermore, overlooking mistakes does not contradict being sensible and alert so as to not 
fall victim to people’s deception and be tricked by the same thing more than once. A fool can be 

tricked, but an intelligent person realizes the trick yet overlooks. The Prophet r stated, “A Mu’min 
is not to be bitten from the same hole twice.” Collected by al-Bukhaaree and Muslim. 
 In conclusion – may Allaah have mercy upon you all – invoke salaah and salaam upon the 
best of all creation, Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillaah, the one who will be granted the hawd and 
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intercession on the Day of Judgement. Allaah has commanded this, starting with Himself, then 
mentioning His angels, and then addressing you – people of eemaan – where he said, “People of 
eemaan, invoke salaah and abundant salaam upon him.” 

O Allaah send salaah and salaam upon Your worshipping servant and Messenger, 
Muhammad. O Allaah, be pleased with his four successors – Aboo Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthmaan, and 
‘Alee – as well as all of his family, Companions, and those who follow their path until the Day of 
Reckoning. O Allaah, Most Merciful, be pleased with us along with them, by Your pardon, 
generosity, and kindness. 

O Allaah, grant strength to Islaam and the Muslims, and humiliate shirk and those who 
perpetrate it. O Allaah grant victory to Your deen, Your Book, the Sunnah of Your Prophet, and 
Your believing, worshipping servants. 

O Allaah relieve the distress and suffering of the Muslims who are afflicted, settle the debts 
of those who are in debt, heal our ill and all the ailing Muslims. We ask you this by Your Mercy, for 
you are the Most Merciful. 

O Allaah, Lord of all creation, grant us safety and security in our countries, rectify our 
authorities and leaders, and make them among those who fear You, observe taqwaa of You, and do 
what pleases You. O Allaah, the Ever-Living, Self-Sufficient Sustainer of all, guide our leader to the 
words and deeds which You love and are pleased with. O Allaah, owner of all majesty and kindness, 
guide and rectify his aides and advisors. 
 O Allaah assist and grant victory to our soldiers who guard the borders. O Allaah, owner of 
all majesty and kindness, grant them victory over Your enemy and their enemy. O Allaah, grant 
strength to our downtrodden brothers in all countries. O Allaah, the Ever-Living, Self-Sufficient 
Sustainer of all, grant them victory over Your enemy and their enemy. 
 Our Lord, grant us good in this world, good in the hereafter, and save us from the torment 
of the hellfire. 

Our Almighty Lord is perfect and He is absolved from the falsehood people assert. May He 
grant protection to the Messengers, and the last of our prayers is that all praise is due to Allaah, Lord 
of all creation. 


