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In the name of Allaah, the Most Merciful, the Bestower of Mercy 

 
All praise is due to Allaah. The proofs of His 

Majesty are undeniably clear. I praise Allaah, the 
Most Exalted, who made Hajj an obligatory duty 
upon us. Thus, people come from every hill and 
valley, immensely delighted at the favour and 
mercy of Allaah. 

May Allaah send salaah and salaam upon our 
Prophet, Muhammad, in whose defence and 
assistance we would sacrifice all our property and 
even our very lives; and upon his family and 
Companions, the most outstanding of all who 
performed ‘Umrah and Hajj; and also upon all who 
tread in their footsteps and ascended to great 
heights by following their guidance. 

Dear Hujjaaj and noble readers, Islaam’s 
greatest occasion and largest assembly is now at 
hand. Its days and nights gleam with worship, 
remembrance of Allaah, and seeking nearness to 
Him. Groups of Hujjaaj have been blessed by 
Allaah to have reached the sanctified Haram, and 
arrived at the location where they shall perform the 
rites of Hajj. 

Here we are in these blessed days of Hajj 
during which we shall establish the fifth pillar of 
Islaam and respond to the timeless, magnificent 
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call of the Prophet Ibraaheem, may Allaah send 
salaah and salaam upon him and upon our Prophet 
Muhammad. Allaah said, 

�{z��y��x��w�z  

“And Proclaim Hajj to mankind.”1 
It is a truly noble objective to perform Hajj 

at these sacred locations that have Taqwaa and the 
pleasure of Allaah as their foundations. These sites 
comprise the Qiblah of all Muslims, location of 
Tawaaf, and places where Jibreel descended and 
Qur’aan was revealed. ‘Arafah, Muzdalifah, and 
Minaa are grounds which are sought out because 
of the immense good that emanates from them, 
such as sincere du‘aa’, sacrifice, and attaining the 
mercy of Allaah. At all these places, tears flow, 
mercy descends, misdeeds are pardoned, ranks are 
raised, forgiveness is graciously bestowed, and the 
Lord of all creation is pleased with His servants.  

The Messenger of Allaah r said, “If 
someone performs Hajj while refraining from 
intercourse and its precursors, as well as sins, he 
shall return absolved from his sins just as the day 
his mother gave birth to him.”2 He r also said, 
“There is no reward for the accepted Hajj other 
______________________________________________ 

1 Soorah an-Nisaa’ (4):164. 
2 Collected by al-Imaam al-Bukhaaree (1819). 
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than Jannah.”1 
My esteemed brothers and sisters, Hajj has a 

profound impact and contains profuse benefits for 
Muslims in general, and for the Hujjaaj in 
particular. These are summed up in the 
tremendous, comprehensive statement of Allaah, 

{���h��g���fz  

“So that they may witness things of benefit to 
them.”2 In addition, the Hujjaaj undertake 
strenuous journeys to fulfill this extraordinary act 
of worship, hoping to attain the best possible 
reward. 

For these reasons, I decided to compose 
some short recommendations and words of advice 
aiming to rectify misunderstandings many Hujjaaj 
have about rulings and objectives of Hajj. 

The knowledge that some people have about 
the objectives and rulings pertaining to this pillar 
of Islaam is unfortunately quite shallow. Proper 
knowledge about Hajj emphasizes the greatness, 
mercy, permanence, and comprehensive nature of 
Islaam. This is especially needed at a time when the 
understandings of some people have deviated from 
the correct, clear path of Islaam. 
______________________________________________ 

1 Collected by al-Imaam al-Bukhaaree (1773). 
2 Soorah al-Hajj (22):28. 



 

6 

 

Respected Hujjaaj, you have come from all 
parts of the world, enduring long travels by air, 
land, and sea. You are now at the Sanctified House 
of Allaah in this inviolable land, with mercy and 
tranquility enveloping you. Hands are humbly 
raised, eyes shed tears, hearts are filled with hope, 
and souls feel satisfied. Thus, I present “Essential 
Words of Advice to those Performing Hajj and 
‘Umrah,” since you shall soon embark upon these 
tremendous acts of worship. 

I beseech Allaah to bring about benefit from 
these exhortations, and to pardon my 
shortcomings. He is Most Forgiving, Most 
Merciful, and the best whose grace and bounty are 
hoped for. May Allaah, our Guardian and 
Protector, allow you to fulfill your aspirations and 
glean benefit from the following words of advice. 

 
 [Tawheed] Tawheed is the most vital 
foundation upon which all acts of worship are 

built. Hajj, prayer, fasting, Zakaah, and all other 
acts of worship must be directed to Allaah alone 
and none other. Allaah has said, 

�{�j��i����h��g��f �
�o������n��m��l��kz �

1 
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“Recall when We designated for Ibraaheem the site 
of the House, saying, ‘Do not worship anything 
besides Me.’”1  

Therefore, the greatest objective and benefit 
of Hajj is to establish Tawheed by sincerely 
worshipping Allaah alone without any partner. 
Tawheed and ‘Aqeedah must always be given 
priority since they are the most important 
foundations for all else. Allaah has told us, 

�{��¬��«��ª���©�� �̈�§��¦��¥��¤��£

°��¯��®z  

“Say: Indeed, my prayer, my rites of sacrifice, my 
life, and my death are for Allaah, Lord of all 
creation. He has no partner.”2  

It is, therefore, not permissible seek 
alleviation of difficulties, fulfillment of needs, or 
healing except from Allaah. He is the only One 
who has the ability to avert harm, regulate all 
things, and control the passage of time. 

There is no true God except Allaah, and no 
one else has the right to be worshipped except 
Him. He has said, 

 
______________________________________________ 

1 Soorah al-Hajj (22):26. 
2 Soorah al-An‘aam (6):162-163. 



 

8 

 

{���o��u���t��s��r��q��p� �

{���z��y��x��w�����v��}��|�z 
“Say: who could intervene for you in any way if 
Allaah willed harm for you, or if He willed good 
for you?”1 

{���ÊÉ�������È��Ç��Æ��Å�����Ä��Ã��Â��Á� �
Ï��Î��Í��Ì��Ë����Ò����Ñ�������Ð�z 

“And if Allaah allows adversity to befall you, none 
can remove it except Him; and if He blesses you 
with good, none can withhold it since He is able to 
do all things.”2 

The Talbiyah that emanates from your hearts 
and is repeated upon your tongues – 
labbaykallaahumma labbayaka, labbayka laa shareeka 

laka labbayaka – is a sincere declaration of 
Tawheed and devotion to Allaah alone. It is an 
affirmation of His sole right to Lordship and His 
sole right to be worshipped. In the hadeeth of 
Jaabir t, he said that the Prophet r “assumed 
Ihraam by making the declaration of Tawheed, 

______________________________________________ 

1 Soorah al-Fath (48):11. 
2 Soorah al-An‘aam (6):17. 
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saying: labbaykallaahumma labbayka.”1 
Thus, always contemplate this tremendous 

meaning as you say the Talbiyah. Make your 
intention sincerely for Allaah alone, and follow the 
path of His Messenger r. 

 
[Sincerity] Nothing can rid you of sins except 
perfecting your sincerity to Allaah. Thus, it is 

absolutely essential that you maintain sincerity to 
Allaah, since success cannot be attained without it. 
Allaah has said, 

{�[���\������]�^���`���_z 
“Say: it is Allaah alone whom I sincerely worship.”2 

{v����y��x��wz 
“Indeed, worship is to be directed sincerely to 
Allaah alone.”3 

The Messenger of Allaah r stated, “Indeed, 
all actions are only by intentions.”4 He r also said, 
“Allaah does not accept a deed unless it is done 
sincerely, seeking His Face.”5 In addition, the 
______________________________________________ 

1 Collected by al-Imaam Muslim (1218). 
2 Soorah az-Zumar (39):14. 
3 Soorah az-Zumar (39):3. 
4 Collected by al-Imaam al-Bukhaaree (1) and al-Imaam Muslim 
(1907) from ‘Umar t. 
5 As-Silsilah as-Saheehah (25). 

2 
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Prophet r stated, “Allaah supports this Ummah 
due to its downtrodden, because of their 
supplications, prayers and sincerity.”1 

Yoosuf ibn al-Hasan said what means, 
“Sincerity is the rarest, most difficult thing to find 
in this world. I have struggled so many times to rid 
my heart of the desire to show off, only to find it 
sprout once again in a different way.”2 

Thus, you must not desire for others to see 
your deeds or hear about them. Do not allow 
people, ideologies, or other motives to divert you   
from sincerity to Allaah, since all such things 
oppose, detract from, or even annul this vital 
principle. 

How could someone performing Hajj 
choose to give up the praise and bounty that 
Allaah will give him, when there is no better praise 
than His and no better bounty to store away for 
oneself than His? Allaah is the One who is fully 
knowledgeable and acquainted with everything we 
conceal within ourselves. 

During the Farewell Hajj, the Messenger of 
Allaah r stated, “O Allaah! A Hajj without 
wanting to be seen or heard of by others.”3 He said 
______________________________________________ 

1 Saheeh at-Targheeb wat-Tarheeb (6). 
2 Madaarij as-Saalikeen (2/96). 
3 Collected by al-Imaam ibn Maajah (2890). 



 

11 

 

this cautioning and teaching us to eliminate those 
motives. 

Furthermore, one of established principles in 
Islaam is that things are assessed based on the 
motives behind them. You must, therefore, ensure 
to maintain your sincerity to Allaah as it is the key 
to your salvation. 
 

[Sunnah] We have been commanded to 
emulate the example of the beloved and 

chosen Prophet r. Allaah has said,  

{�w���v�����u����t���s���r���q���pz  

“Take whatever the Messenger gives you, and 
refrain from whatever he forbids you from.”1 
Allaah also said, 

�{a������`���_���^�����e����d���c����bz 
“Say: If you love Allaah, then follow me.  If you do 
so, Allaah will love you.”2 This aayah exposes 
anyone who claims to love Allaah and His 
Messenger r yet does not follow the guidance of 
the Messenger. The eminent scholar ibn Sa‘dee 
commented, “This aayah is the criterion which 

______________________________________________ 

1 Soorah al-Hashr (59):7. 
2 Soorah Aali ‘Imraan (3):31. 
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distinguishes between those who truly love Allaah 
and those who merely claim to. The sign which 
proves love for Allaah is to emulate Muhammad 
r.” Allaah has also said, 

�{�k���j���i���h����gz 
“Obey Allaah and obey the Messenger, and beware 
of disobedience.”1 

Allaah also warned us, in very strong terms, 
to not oppose the Sunnah of His Messenger r or 
deviate from his guidance. 

{�d���c���b����a���`���_�����~���}� �

����h���g�������f���ez 
“Thus, let those who oppose his command beware 
lest Fitnah befall them or they are afflicted by an 
excruciating punishment.”2 Al-Imaam Ahmad ? 
commented, “Do you know what ‘Fitnah’ refers 
to? ‘Fitnah’ refers to shirk. A person might reject 
something said by the Prophet r and, as a result, 
some form of deviance would enter his heart and 
lead to his demise.” 

The Prophet r encouraged us to adhere to 
his Sunnah and learn from him when he said, 
______________________________________________ 

1 Soorah al-Maa’idah (5):92. 
2 Soorah an-Noor (24):63. 
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“Learn your rites of Hajj from me.”1 He also 
condemned and warned against acts that are not 
sanctioned by Islaam, saying, “If anyone performs 
a deed that does not conform to our command, it 
shall be rejected.”2 

When ‘Umar ibn al-Khattaab t kissed the 
Black Stone he made a statement which 
demonstrated remarkable submission to Allaah 
and emulation of His Messenger r. ‘Umar said, 
“Indeed, I know that you are merely a stone that 
can bring no benefit or cause any harm. Had I not 
seen the Prophet r kiss you, I would not have 
kissed you.”3 

Ibn al-Qayyim ? commented, “There were 
times when ‘Umar t would firmly resolve to do 
something, but if he was told that the Messenger 
of Allaah r did not do such a thing, he would not 
do it.”4 Such was the attitude and practice of the 
Salaf, may Allaah have mercy upon them. 

There are many other texts that command 
emulating the Prophet r, and such a multitude of 
proofs cannot be found for any other exhortation. 

Unfortunately, there are people who seek 

______________________________________________ 

1 Collected by al-Imaam Muslim (1297). 
2 Collected by al-Imaam Muslim (1718). 
3 Collected by al-Imaam al-Bukhaaree (1597). 
4 See Ighaathah al-Lahfaan. 
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blessings by wiping the Maqaam, the rings found 
on the Ka‘bah, and the doors of the Masjid. We 
ask Allaah to guide them, since those are 
reprehensible innovations, far from the guidance 
of the Messenger r. The best practices in Islaam 
are those which conform to his guidance, and the 
worst are the newly invented. 

You have been blessed with the opportunity 
to perform Hajj, so consistently adhere to the 
Sunnah and emulate our beloved Prophet r in all 
things, large and small, so as to be successful. 
Realize that deeds are not accepted or rewarded 
unless they fulfill two conditions. Firstly, they must 
be done sincerely for Allaah, purified from all 
other motives. Secondly, they must conform to the 
guidance of the Messenger of Allaah r. 
 

[Taqwaa] Constant observance of Taqwaa is 
a vital factor by which your deeds are purified 

and enhanced. It allows you to reach the abode of 
Jannah by the permission of Allaah. 

Observing Taqwaa of Allaah means to fulfill 
His commands and refrain from His prohibitions, 
all to the best of one’s ability. 

You are now in a setting where a virtuous 
time coincides with a virtuous place. Moreover, 
you are here for this virtuous occasion where you 

4 
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have many auspicious opportunities to attain good 
from Allaah. Earnestly invoking Allaah, remaining 
mindful of Him, making plentiful mention of Him, 
and repenting to Him are all done in order to fulfill 
this quality of observing Taqwaa. It is a quality 
which people have exerted and exhausted 
themselves to understand and actualize. This 
deeply moving spiritual atmosphere is replete with 
awe-inspiring displays of Tawheed and people 
invoking Allaah. Their voices resonate with 
glorification of Allaah and expressing praise, 
gratitude, love, and sincerity to Him. This is most 
certainly a setting conducive to observing Taqwaa. 

Furthermore, Allaah has told us about 
Taqwaa and the people who observe it. 

�{]��\��[��Z��Yz �
“Take provision for yourselves; and surely, the 
best provision is Taqwaa.”1 

{����Z��Y��X��W��V��U��T� �

�_���^��]��\��[z 
“People of Eemaan, observe Taqwaa of Allaah as 
is His due right, and do not die except in a state of 

______________________________________________ 

1 Soorah al-Baqarah (2):197. 
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submission to Allaah.”1 
Allaah has also told us about the immense 

reward of those who observe Taqwaa, saying, 

{���À��¿��¾��½��¼��»��º��¹�� �̧�¶� �
Ì��Ë��Ê��É��ÈÇ��Æ��ÅÄ��Ã��Â���Áz 

“However, those who observe Taqwaa of their 
Lord shall have dwellings built one above another, 
with rivers flowing beneath them. Such is the 
promise of Allaah, and Allaah does not go back on 
His promise.”2 

{��J���I��H��G��F��E��D��C����B���A� �

����T��������S��R��Q��P����O��N��M��L���K� �

��Y���X��W��V��Uz 
“Indeed, the people of Taqwaa shall be granted a 
place of enjoyment, success and safety; gardens 
and vineyards; young, mature wives of equal age; 
and a full cup. There, they shall not hear any 
useless, sinful speech or lies. This shall be the 
recompense from your Lord – a generous, 

______________________________________________ 

1 Soorah Aali ‘Imraan (3):102. 
2 Soorah az-Zumar (39):20. 
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fulfilling reward.”1 
Aboo Sa‘eed al-Khudree t once sought 

counsel from the Messenger of Allaah r, who told 
him, “I counsel you to observe Taqwaa of Allaah, 
as it is head of all things.”2  

The Prophet r also said, “Indeed, Allaah 
loves His servant who observes Taqwaa, is content 
in his heart, and remains inconspicuous, 
preoccupied with all that concerns him.”3 

It should be clear from the foregoing aayaat 
and hadeeth that when someone is guided to 
observe Taqwaa, he has certainly attained 
tremendous good. Therefore, earnestly seize this 
wondrous opportunity to inculcate this quality 
within yourselves. 

Taqwaa is the clearest path to the loftiest of 
objectives, so do not neglect it. When you adorn 
yourself with Taqwaa, you shall not fear loss for a 
single day of your life. 

In short, observing Taqwaa is the command 
that Allaah gave to all earlier and latter generations, 
as He said, 

 

______________________________________________ 

1 Soorah an-Naba’ (78):31-36. 
2 Collected by al-Imaam Ahmad (11774). 
3 Collected by al-Imaam Muslim (2965). 
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�{�w��v��u����t��s��r��q��p� �

���{z��y��xz 

“And We have indeed instructed those given the 
Scriptures before you, and you yourselves, to 
observe Taqwaa of Allaah.”1 
 

[Magnitude of Hajj] All people of sound 
understanding sense the magnitude of this 

remarkable obligation. It must, therefore, be 
treated according to the prestigious rank it holds 
among all the rites of Islaam. It is not an 
excursion, tour, or inherited traditional cultural 
practice – not at all! On the contrary, dear guests 
of honour, this act of worship which Allaah has 
blessed you with is the fifth pillar of Islaam. 
Performing it enables a Muslim complete all the 
pillars. 

Hajj is obligatory only once during a 
person’s life due to the momentous rank it holds. 
When someone fulfills it according to the guidance 
of the Prophet r, he returns absolved from sins 
just as the day his mother gave birth to him.  

Furthermore, Hajj is an absolutely incredible 
______________________________________________ 

1 Soorah an-Nisaa’ (4):131. 
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means leading to prosperity in this world and the 
hereafter. It is a journey filled with Eemaan and 
every form of good for the Ummah at large, and 
especially for the Hujjaaj. It is a precious chance to 
repent to Allaah and devote oneself to Him, while 
remaining far away from corrupted beliefs, 
ideologies, and practices. 

Therefore – may Allaah protect you all – 
when you genuinely sense the magnitude of Hajj, 
goodness and success will accompany you by the 
permission of Allaah. 

{�§��¦�����°��¯��®���¬��«��ª��©���¨�z 
“Such is the command, and whoever honours the 
sacred ordinances of Allaah, that is best for him 
with his Lord.”1 
 

[Sanctity of the Haram] The Ka‘bah is the 
direction which Muslims face in prayer, and 

the hearts of all people of Eemaan are drawn to it. 
It is the center of the universe, and there is love 
for it in the heart of every Muslim from all parts of 
the world. Thus, it is necessary to respect the 
sanctity of all that is within the boundaries of the 
Haram, and be conscious of the sacredness of this 
place. 
______________________________________________ 

1 Soorah al-Hajj (22):27-31. 
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It is the safest, purest, and most noble 
location on face of the Earth. It is a place that has 
special qualities and virtues outlined by Islaam: no 
blood is to be shed within its precincts, its fresh 
vegetation is not to be uprooted, its trees are not 
to be cut; its game is not to be disturbed, and 
property lost there is not to be picked up except by 
someone who wishes to announce it has been 
found. Thus, trees, humans, plants, and animals are 
all in complete safety from fear and harm, not to 
mention the people who submit to Allaah in 
Islaam. Allaah has said,  

{��z���y��x��w�z 
“And whoever enters it is protected.”1  

These few rulings have been mentioned so 
that the dearly beloved Hujjaaj would realize that it 
is absolutely impermissible to do things in this 
sanctified place which oppose the principles and 
objectives of Islaam. 

Within the Haram area, no one should 
profess anything other than the Tawheed of 
Allaah. It is impermissible for anyone who has 
Eemaan in Allaah and the Last Day to frighten and 
terrify people who are in safety, and disrupt the 

______________________________________________ 

1 Soorah Aali ‘Imraan (3):97. 
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tranquility and focus of those devoted to Allaah. It 
is also impermissible to exploit this magnificent 
pillar of Islaam in order to achieve devious, ulterior 
motives which are in contradiction to the teachings 
of Islaam and the guidance of the Prophet 
Muhammad r, the best of all creation.  

If someone ever intends to do such things, 
or even considers them, he must remember the 
severe warning in the statement of Allaah, 

{���d��c��b��a���`��_��^��]��\z 
“And if someone intends to disobey Allaah within 
it, We shall make him taste an excruciating 
torment.”1 Punishment for merely intending to do 
wrong, even if the wrong is not carried out, is a 
ruling which applies to specifically to the Haram, 
nowhere else. 

Thus, all individuals and groups must 
honour the sanctity of this sacred place from the 
time of their arrival until their departure.  

�{������ �̀��_��^��]��\���[��Z��Y��Xz 
“And when people revere the rites of Allaah, that 
is indeed a reflection of Taqwaa in their hearts.”2 
 
______________________________________________ 

1 Soorah al-Hajj (22):25. 
2 Soorah al-Hajj (22):32. 
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[Knowledge] In this age of wireless 
technology and information revolution, there 

is a word of advice which must be directed to all 
Hajj operators, as well as the Hujjaaj themselves in 
particular. It is vital to adequately prepare for this 
pillar of Islaam by learning the details of how to 
perform it correctly. 

Allaah has told us about the prestige held by 
the people of knowledge, 

{�´��³��²��±��°��¯�z 
“The only people who truly fear Allaah are those 
who have knowledge.”1 

The Prophet r said, “Acquiring knowledge 
is an obligation upon each Muslim.”2 The Prophet 
r also stated, “When Allaah wants good for 
someone, He grants him understanding of the 
religion.”3 

‘Abdullaah ibn Mas‘ood t said, “Either be 
someone who has knowledge, or someone who 
seeks to acquire knowledge, not anyone else.”4 

Knowledge enables one to obey Allaah’s 
______________________________________________ 

1 Soorah Faatir (35):28. 
2 Collected by al-Imaam ibn Maajah (224). 
3 Collected by al-Imaam al-Bukhaaree (71) and al-Imaam Muslim 
(1037) from Mu‘aawiyah t. See Saheeh at-Targheeb wat-Tarheeb, 
pg. 67. 
4 Kitaab al-‘Ilm, pg. 6. 
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commands and refrain from His prohibitions, and 
Hajj is a practical implementation of the 
knowledge one has about the rulings pertaining to 
it. 

Dear Hujjaaj, I appeal to you in these few 
pages to diligently learn the details of performing 
Hajj. Do not hesitate to ask people of knowledge. 
By the grace of Allaah, they are now widely 
accessible throughout the rites of Hajj. Allaah, the 
most Mighty and Majestic, said, 

�{P��O������N��M���L���K��J�z 
“And ask the people of knowledge when you do 
not know.”1  

Despite that, some negligent, ignorant 
individuals claim all that really matters in acts of 
worship is the sincerity of one’s intention. We ask 
Allaah to guide such people, since that is a 
completely incorrect claim which contradicts the 
religion of Allaah. The statement of the Prophet r 
which means, “Learn your rites of Hajj from me,” 
is enough to disprove that false idea. 

How could it ever be permissible to worship 
Allaah based on ignorance, or to tarnish the rites 
of Hajj by engaging in reprehensible innovations, 

______________________________________________ 

1 Soorah an-Nahl (16):43. 
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worshipping others along with Allaah, or 
performing the rites without guidance or 
knowledge? I swear by Allaah that any Muslim 
would avoid such an attitude, let alone one who 
has travelled across oceans and deserts seeking to 
please Allaah, the Almighty and Most Forgiving. 
 

[Obeying Allaah] Hajj yields benefits for self-
improvement. One such benefit is consistently 

observing sound conduct. Another is purifying 
one’s limbs from sins and disobedience to Allaah, 
since they are the cause of loss and regret. Allaah 
said,  

{����J��I�P��O��N����M��L��K�z 
“There is to be no Rafath, Fusooq, or 
argumentation during Hajj.”1 “Rafath” refers to 
intercourse and its precursors. “Fusooq” refers to 
sins no matter how great or small. 

Ibn al-Qayyim astutely commented, “A 
person should realize that sins inevitably harm 
him. They harm the heart in proportion to their 
severity just as poison harms the body. There is no 
evil or ailment in this world or the hereafter which 
is not a result of sins and misdeeds.”2 
______________________________________________ 

1 Soorah al-Baqarah (2):197. 
2 Al-Jawaab al-Kaafee, pg. 46-47. 
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Regarding people who have reverential fear 
of Allaah, al-Hasan al-Basree ? stated, “They 
diligently worship and obey Him, yet they are 
afraid that their deeds would be rejected. A 
Mu’min combines Eemaan with a sense of 
apprehension, while a Munaafiq combines sins 
with complacency.”1 

The Hujjaaj move between these rites 
hoping to draw closer to Allaah by their various 
acts of obedience. They yearn from the depths of 
their hearts for Allaah to be pleased with them, so 
how could they deliberately do anything to tarnish 
their Hajj? 

Allaah has blessed and favoured you with 
the opportunity to fulfill this obligation. Therefore, 
in order to remain away from sins and earn 
Allaah’s forgiveness, be keen during these rites to 
keep your words clean, lower your gaze, draw near 
to Allaah by obeying Him, and conduct yourself in 
the best way possible. Throughout Hajj, remain 
mindful of whose call you answered to come on 
this journey, and make sure you answer it with love 
and obedience. By doing these things you shall 
earn a Hajj that is Mabroor; one for which the 
reward is nothing short of Jannah. 

______________________________________________ 

1 Basaa’ir Thawee at-Tamyeez (2/545). 
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[How Hajj becomes Mabroor] Strive your 
utmost to make your Hajj one that is 

Mabroor. Scholars have explained that Mabroor 
refers to the Hajj that is not mixed with any sins. 
Some have also said it refers to the Hajj that is 
accepted and merits reward due to having been 
performed properly. Allaah has graciously 
promised Jannah as the reward for the Hajj 
performed in such a manner. 

One factor which contributes to Hajj being 
Mabroor is to choose good company: those who 
bear the difficulties of travelling, remind you of 
Allaah when you forget, console you when you 
face difficulty, fear Allaah internally and externally, 
withhold harm from you, and show you much 
kindness. 

Another factor which will allow you to 
achieve your objective from this blessed act of 
worship is to ensure your earnings come from 
lawful sources. Allaah said, 

{�s��r��q���u��t��v��xw�

����z��y������|��{z 
“Messengers, eat from the things which are pure 
and perform righteous deeds. I have full 
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knowledge of all you do.”1 Allaah also said, 

{�t��s��r��q��p��o��n��m�z 
“People of Eemaan, eat from the pure things We 
have provided for you.”2 

Ibn Rajab commented, “The Messengers 
and their followers are commanded to eat pure 
things – referring to those which are lawful – and 
to do righteous deeds. Thus, so long as one’s 
nourishment is lawful, his deeds would be 
accepted. If one’s nourishment is unlawful, how 
can his deeds be accepted?”3 

It is most praiseworthy when lawful earnings 
are used by a righteous person to attain the reward 
of the hereafter. Such earnings are a means of 
having one’s deeds accepted, and Allaah suffices 
and enriches those who observe Taqwaa. 
 

[Refined Conduct] You are performing 
this lofty obligation in the purest part of 

the Earth, and a place where revelation was sent 
down. It is a sacred place with unparalleled 
eminence. Here, you hope to attain the greatest 
possible reward there is. 

______________________________________________ 

1 Soorah al-Mu’minoon (23):51. 
2 Soorah al-Baqarah (2):172. 
3 Jaami‘ al-‘Uloom wal-Hikam, pg. 260. 
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As a final advice, you should personify the 
noble manners and refined behaviour taught by 
Islaam. You should also rid yourself of all traits 
that go against proper conduct, whether towards 
Allaah or His worshipping servants. 

The Prophet r said, “When a person who 
has Eemaan conducts himself in a fine manner, he 
would certainly reach the rank of someone who 
constantly fasts and stands in prayer.”1 He r also 
said, “The people whose Eemaan is most complete 
are those whose conduct is best.”2 In addition, 
Aboo Hurayrah t narrated that the Prophet r 
was asked about the leading reason for people to 
be admitted to Jannah, and he replied, “Taqwaa of 
Allaah, and fine conduct.”3 For the sake of brevity, 
these are merely a few faint gleams from the 
shining guidance and practical example of the 
Prophet r concerning refined conduct. It is a 
topic with which the perceptive reader should be 
well acquainted. 

Dear Hujjaaj, may Allaah grant you increased 
success. You must also take great care not to harm 
and upset your Muslim brothers, whether verbally 
or physically. Such harm includes excessive use of 
______________________________________________ 

1 Collected by al-Imaam ibn Hibbaan (1927). 
2 Collected by al-Imaam Ahmad (7402). 
3 Collected by al-Imaam at-Tirmithee (2004). 
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vehicle horns without any need. It also includes 
crowding and pushing in al-Masjid al-Haraam, 
walkways, entrances, while stoning the Jamaraat, 
and throughout the rites of Hajj in general. Allaah 
said, 

�{�c��b��a��`�

��k��j��i��h��g��f��e��d�z 
“Those who cause harm to the innocent believing 
men and women have perpetrated tremendous 
falsehood and plain sin.”1 

Hajj serves as an institute of learning where 
admirable qualities are imparted, such as patient 
perseverance, fortitude, cooperation, selflessness, 
and refraining from being aggressive or harsh. The 
best outcome will be attained by those who 
restrain their tongues, and extend their hands to do 
good for others during these virtuous days. These 
fine manners are summed up in the statement of 
the Prophet r which means, “The mutual love, 
mercy, and sympathy that exists between the 
people of Eemaan make them like one body; if one 
part suffers, the entire body experiences fever and 
sleeplessness.”2 
______________________________________________ 

1 Soorah al-Ahzaab (33):58. 
2 Collected by al-Imaam al-Bukhaaree (6000). 
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Dear guests of Allaah, the Most Merciful, we 

have all embarked on this journey hoping to attain 
the most immense reward and be protected from 
sins and all detrimental things. It is, therefore, 
most fitting that we embody these words of advice 
and make them the focus of our attention, 
especially during Hajj, so that we may return to our 
homelands rewarded and forgiven by the 
permission of Allaah. The better we understand 
our objective, the harder we would strive to 
accomplish it. When our insight is illuminated with 
the light provided by knowledge, sincerity, and 
following the Sunnah, we will accomplish the 
incredible in terms of obeying Allaah and 
remaining steadfast. 

The Muslim Ummah today, during these 
times of division, is in dire need of understanding 
the lessons and appreciating the effects of this 
tremendous act of worship: unity, Eemaan, 
cooperation, brotherhood, remaining strong, as 
well as using sound evidence to overcome deviant 
ideologies and inclinations. 

Muslim Ummah! My brothers in Eemaan! 
Your current surroundings are the best witness to 
our concluding remark. You are enjoying a deeply 
soulful, faithful environment and atmosphere, 
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being cared for and provided with splendid 
resources, facilities, and services. This is a 
manifestation of the care exercised by the 
authorities and government of this country, 
especially towards those who come to these sacred 
locations. The authorities deserve that we sincerely 
pray that Allaah grant them guidance, success, 
endurance, and continuity. We beseech Allaah, the 
Most Kind and Generous, to record these efforts 
in the records of their deeds, and to bless them 
with guidance and Taqwaa. 

We further implore Allaah to bless the 
Hujjaaj with a Hajj that is Mabroor, accept their 
deeds, forgive their sins, and allow them to safely 
and successfully return to their homelands. Allaah 
is indeed able to do all of that. 

In closing, all praise is due to Allaah, by 
whose blessing all righteous deeds are 
accomplished. May Allaah send salaah and salaam 
upon His final Prophet – the best of His 
Messengers and the most noble of all who 
performed Hajj and ‘Umrah – as well as his family, 
esteemed Companions, and all who follow them in 
goodness. 


